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ABSTRACT 

Presented is the Indiana Department of Public 
Instruction's Childfind program to identify and locate all 
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In order that all handicapped children In Indiana can 
achieve their maximum potential, they must be Identified, 
located and evaluated so that appropriate special education 
programs and services can be planned and provided. 

Indiana's definition of child Identification Includes 
the recognition and appropriate follow-up assessment or 
evaluation of a child's abilities and disabilities, a 
determination of special education programs and services 
the child may need, a periodic reassessment of the child. 
The process of child identification is conceptualized with 
several stages: awareness, initial identification and 
location, diagnosis/evaluation, service delivery, and 
periodic reassessment. 

To guide the process of child identification, the 
following objectives were developed: 

1. To locate and Identify all handicapped children, ages 
0 to 21, residing in the state of Indiana, who are 
receiving no educational services. 

2.. To develop a comprehensive system by which all 

handicapped children, ages 0 to 21, residing in the 
state of Indiana can be located and identified. 

3. To inform every parent of a handicapped child in the 
state of the statutory right to an education and the 
availability of such educational services. 

4. To provide to public school corporations meaningful 
childfind data for the purpose of current as well as 
long range special education program planning. 

The Indiana Department of Public Instruction, Division of 
Special Education, assumed primary responsibility for 
planning and Inplementation of- a project which would ac- 
complish the above objectives. The overall activities 
were coordinated by the project coordinator, with three 
regional coordinators directly overseeing the local effort. 

Detailed information about the activities and ac- 
complishments of the project may be found in the following 
sections of this report: 

Planning Child Identification/Location 

Execut ion Result s 

Public Awareness Results Appendix 

The final section of the narrative describes the 
procedure for establishment of an ongoing system of child 
identification. Responsibility for implementation of the 
ongoing process will be transferred to the Local Education 
Agency (LEA) . 
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INTER-AGENCY airing July and August, 1975, personnel from the 

INVOLVHVENT - Division of Special Education met with representatives 

of state agencies and special interest groups which are 
responsible for serving the handicapped. The meetings 
were held for the purposes of discussing various approaches 
to use in identifying handicapped children out of school 
and of enlisting each agency's support of the effort. 
The following agencies were involved in initial planning 
of Indiana's Childfind effort: 

Indiana Department of Public Insti^uction 

Indiana Department of Mental Health 

Indiana State Board of Health 

Indiana Department of Public Welfare 

Indiana Rehabilitation Services 

Indiana Association for Retarded Citizens 

Epilepsy Foundation of Indiana 

United Cerebral Palsy of Indiana 

Council of Voluntary Agencies for the Handicapped 

Indiana Department of Corrections 

In addition support was received from the Indiana Chapter, 
American Academy of Pediatricians, the Indiana Optometric 
Association, and the Governor 's' Commission on the Handi- 
capped . 



In August, 1975, the Department of Public Instrniction, 
Division of Special Education, sent a request to all adver- 
tising agencies in the Indianapolis area for preliminary 
consideration in handling a "funded mass-media public 
awareness canpaign" whose objectives were: 

1. To locate and identify all children residing in the 
state who are handicapped, regardless of the severity 
of their handicap, and who are in need of special 
education and related services. 

2. To change public attitude towards handicapped children 
to one of recognition that every child, regardless of 
the severity of his handicap, is entitled to a free, 
public education and will benefit -from an individualized 
educat ional .program . 

Initial screening of agencies was based on preliminary 
agency information request forms, with final selection of an 
agency based on presentations submitted to the Division of 
Special Education. Selected to assist the Division in the 
project was Caldwell-Van Riper, Inc. (C-VR) an advertising 
and public relations firm that based its presentation on the 
need to approach the canpaign not only from an advertising 
but from a public relations perspective. 

4 
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PRELirmiARY MARKET As recommended by C-VR, the first planning phase 

RESEARCH undertaken was a study of the awareness and attitudes of 

parents with children aged 0-21, that group considered the 
primary target for a public awareness campaign of this 
nature. Such a study would help further define the pro- 
ject's objectives, provide valuable input necessary for 
agency planning and establish benchmark data for judging 
the effectiveness of the campaign. 

Research specialists undertook the study by a random 
telephone interview method conducted throughout the state 
of Indiana. From these results, the agency was able to 
make the following key determinations affecting the plan- 
ning of a campaign strategy: 

1. There was no reason to believe that the canpaign 
should be weighted towards reaching any one or 
several demographic groups. A campaign directed 
more extensively towards a presumably "less- 
informed" rural population, for instance was railed 
out. 

2. It was not necessary to overly stress the legal 
aspects of special education and change public 
opinion towards recognizing that every child has a 
legal right to a free public education, as stated 
in the original objectives, for the public already 
indicated recognition of this right. 

3- It was still valid to work towards changing public 
attitude to recognizing that these children — re- 
gardless of the severity of their handicaps — could 
indeed benefit ft'om a special education. 

4. The public would be responsive to aiding in the 

identification and. location of handicapped children 
not presently getting the benefit of a free public 
education. 



SELECTION OF AN Ruled out from the start was a door-to-door campaign: 

OVERALL STRATEGY it was considered neither feasible nor affordable^if both 

the location and the awareness goals were to be achieved. 
Also ruled out was a strictly paid advertising campaign: 
such a campaign would limit the opportunities available to 
communicating with the state's population, and to be 
affordable, the message would have to be limited as well. 

Selected was a strategy that would take advantage of 
a number of available communications opportunities by com- 
bining paid media placement with full public relations 
support initiated on a state-wide basis and additional 
public relations support from locally-inifeiated efforts of 
volunteers serving as campaign coordinators in each of the 
state's 92 counties. Such a strategy would be utilized not 
only to publicize the availability of information and 
.services by contacting a toll-free telephone exchange or 
writing to a special post office box but also to provide as 
many citizens as possible with a more in-depth understanding of 
special education and the potential of handicapped children 
to benefit from the public school's special educational 
services. 
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SELECTION OP AN Given this strategy, the campaign promised to achieve 

OVERALL STRATEGY at least as much, if not more, mass-media exposure, with 

(continued) personalized local exposure as an added benefit. Rationale 

for this judgement included the following: 

1. Given the public service nature of the campaign, it 
was reasonable to expect free public service announce- 
ment support from the state's media to complement a 
paid media schedule. 

2. Special education, in general, and the chlldfind pro- 
ject, in particular, offered a number of opportunities 
for legitimate news coverage throughout the state 
that would further increase exposure to the canpaign 
and add to the canpaign 's credibility. 

3. Given proper selection and training of county 
coordinators, state-initiated efforts could be 
supplemented and, in fact, significantly enhanced, 
by person-to-person contact in local communities 
throughout the state. 



DEVELOPMENT OP Given the overall strategy, specific components were 

CAMPAIGN COMPONENTS selected and incorporated into a working campaign tlme- 

AND TIMETABLE table. In addition to state and county-level planning, 

the key conponents were to Include the following: 

1. Publicity - efforts generated at both the state and . 
local level to gain favorable news coverage of the 
canpaign and to generate greater exposure of special 
education program. 

2. Speaker /film engagements - presentation of an approx. 
15 minute film, to be prepared for the project, before 
civic and service organizations, parent-teacher groups 
and any other appropriate forums In an effort 

to reach as many citizens as possible with an In- 
depth canpaign message. Film presentations would be 
supplemented by remarks of a local speaker repre- 
senting the campaign and question/answer sessions. 

3. Public service announcements - distribution and 
possible placement of prepared spot announcements to 
all radio and television media reaching any portion 
of the state's population. Such announcements 
would notify citizens of the availability of pro- 
grams and request citizen support in helping to locate 
children by calling a toll-free hotline established 

at the Division of Special Education. 

4. Information/distribution centers - local placement 
(as well as possible personal contact and hand 
distribution) of campaign literature in locations 
where a large number of people are likely to be 
reached In an effort to provide canpaign details and 
enlist public support. 

5. Paid advertising - statewide placement of adver- 
tising messages notifying citizens of the campaign 
and requesting citizen support In locating and 
identifVlng children. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF 
CAMPAIGN COMPONENTS 
AND TIMETABLE 
(continued) 



Recording/evaluation - docijmentation of campaign 
activities on both the state and local level so that 
a determination of the campaign's effectiveness could 
be made and so that additional activities could be 
planned if determined necessary to satisfying project 
objectives. 



SEARCH FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN TIMETABLE 




Key Dates 



2/9 - 2/11 
Regional 
Planning 
Meetings 



3/22 - 3/24 . 
Final Regional 
Meetings 



3/25 - 3/31 
County Volunteer 
Meetings 
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A key element of the canpalgn strategy , as mentioned 
previously 3 was that of manpower to coordinate campaign 
activities on a local level throughout the state- These 
coordinators, most of whom were responsible for a single 
county 3 were selected by the Division with the aid of its 
three staff consultant s, serving the northern, north central 
and southern regions of the state- 

In some cases, especially in heavlly--populated counties, 
the coordinators selected were to be paid for their services 
over the six month span of their Involvement In the canpalgn; 
In most cases, however, coordinators were selected to serve 
on a strlcly volunteer basis - 

It should be noted that, with few exceptions, the 
county coordinators had a background In special education, 
being either special education teachers and administrators 
or parents and staff active In community organizations 
involved in special education and mental health- Considered 
more Important than a background In special education to 
the eventual success of the canpaign, however, was each 
coordinator's thorough knowledge of the chlldflnd project 
and how the materials developed for the canpaign could 
be used In successfully undertaking a localized, personal 
effort. For this reason, two training sessions were planned 
for each of the state's three regional groups of coordinators- 

The first of these two sessions was conducted in Feb- 
ruary, 19763 to familiarize coordinators with the project 
and train coordinators in planning for the coming canpaign - 
Each half-day session was conducted jointly by the Division 
project coordinator and a C-VR representative, and covered 
the following coordinator planning assignments : * 

1- blowing the project - getting throughly familiarized 
with background information regarding the project and 
getting answers to any questions prior to the start 
of the formal campaign - 

2- Organizing a speakers bureau - planning to have four 
to five qualified speakers available for the speaker/ 
film engagements scheduled in each coordinator's area- 
s' Arranging speaker/film engagements - making contacts 

with groups and organizations throughout ^the county 
to plan for future speaker/film programs. 

4- Determining locations for information distribution - 
planning locations and getting commitments to distribute 
campaign materials - 

5- Enlisting volunteers - getting commitments from others 
in each county who might assist in execution of the 
local canpaign activities. 



Coordinator kit materials distributed az first session 
included, in Appendix A, 



8 



8- 



Planning 



REEiERRAL PROCEDURE; 
CONPIDE^f^IALITY 



The following diagram indicates the steps which were 
developed for the refeirral of children needing special edu- 
catj.on services: 
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School Age Refel?ral 
^'amlly Contact 

Screening 

Evaluation 

Casi Conre^noe 

Placement 



Periodic Reassessment 



Report 



Pre- or Post-School 
Age Referral 

Family "Contact 

Referral to an 
appropriate com- 
munity agency. 
(Except in few 
instances of public 
school programs) 



The Department of Public Instruct ion ^ Division of 
Special Education served as a clearing house ^ sending each 
referral to the appropriate local director of special edu- 
cation for follow-through. 

In order to maintain confidential it y^ procedures 
were developed which allowed for pemianent retention of 
names and other identifying infoi-mation to be held only 
by the LEA^ as it was. the direct service provider. Of 
course names were not given to any agency other than the 
appropriate LEA. In the case of a child being referred by 
a person other than the parent ^ the referring individual's 
identity was not requested. * 



Forms developed by the Division for collection of 
information and for. reporting by local directors on 
individual cases may be found in Appendix B. 
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STATEWIDE AND' The first formal activity of the canpaign, as desig- 

LOCAL PUBLICITY nated in the campaign timetable , was that of initiating 

a publicity effort with the goal of gaining favorable 
coverage of the canpaign and gaining greater exposure 
for the benefits of special educational p:^grams. This 
activity was directed by C-VR but, by design, was to be 
executed both by C-VR and the individual county coordinators. 

A major portion of the second series of regional co- 
ordinators meetings, then, was devoted to presenting coordi- 
nators with working publicity tools and providing a conplete 
briefing on ways to generate local publicity in orchestration 
with C-VR*s statewide efforts. Given this instruction, and 
"how to" publicity materials,* C-VR and the county coordi- 
nators were ready to launch a sustained publicity effort. 

This effort began with the formal, statewide launching 
of the SEARCH FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN in the House Chamber 
of the State Capitol, Indianapolis, on April 1, 1976. 
Participating in the press conference were the Governor, the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, the Director of 
the Division of Special Education and the state project 
coordinator. In making the announcement, the Governor 
proclaimed the first week of April as the "Week of the Search 
for Special Children." A premiere showing of a film on the 
Search for Special Children was included on the program. 

Releases, fact sheets and policy statements regarding 
the Search for Special Children were sent to all Indiana 
print and broadcast media to coincide with the Governor's 
fomal launching of the project. 

From this point on, the Individual county coordinators 
took over the publicity effort on a local basis. To aid in 
this effort, C-VR supplied coordinators with suggested 
releases, fact sheets, policy statements and sanple procla- 
mations that could be reworked in ^the event mayoral procla- 
mations were seen to be appropriate in the county coordinators* 
efforts. Additionally, each coordinator was supplied with 
copies of a series of five feature articles on special 
education for hand delivery to local papers.** 

Prior to conpletion of the two-month Search, another 
statewide release was sent to announce the response to date 
in the project. At the same time a personalized mt. :tio was 
sent to the editor of each dally newspaper in the state with 
a request for editorial support for the Search. Included 
with the memo was a suggested editorial for their consid- 
eration. 



Materials included within coordinator kit for second 
session. Appendix C. 

Verbatim pick up of five-part series included in Appendix I. 
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STATEWIDE AND Finally, on June 4, the State Superintendent of Public 

WCPiL PUBLICITY Instruction held a press conference to declare the end of the 

(continued) formal Search campaign and to give more complete results of 

the effort to locate and identify special children in need 

of special educational services. 



SPEAKER/FILM In addition to conducting an on--going publicity ' 

BUREAU campaign, coordinators were charged vd.th the responsibility 

of presenting speaking/film programs in their counties for 
the duration of the cair^jaign. Critical to the success of 
such programs was the ability of the speaker to present the 
campaign message and field the many questions that might 
be asked reg?3rding not only the Search for Special Children 
but the whole subject of special education. 

For this reason, the second series of regional county 
coordinator meeting was devoted in good part to speaking 
instruction, with an open question and answer session in- 
cluded as part of this Instruction. With this background, 
coordinators would be prepared not only for speaking engage- 
ments but for possible interview situations that might arise 
with the press during the canpalgn. * 

Of course, the single most Important tool designed for 
use in these programs was the film itself. The film's 
major objective was to go beyond a slnple presentation of 
the need to locate and identify missing special children 
by providing a more in-depth look at what is being accom- 
plished in Indiana's special educational programs and 
focusing on ways special children — ^regardless of the 
severity of their handicapping condition — can benefit from 
a special education. 

By design, the film created by C-VR for the canpaign 
was of broadcast quality — ^both technically and in content — 
and utilized the talents of a nationally-known personality, 
Dick Van Dyke, to further enhance the quality of the film. 
Additionally, the full-color film was held to a length of 
fifteen minutes. Thus, the film could -be used not only 
at speaker/film engagements throughout the state, but 
could also be aired on television public affairs programs 
whenever possible. ** 



PUBLIC SERVICE One rationale for seD.ecting a cairpaign strategy not 

ADS limited to paid media placement of the campaign message 

was that it was reasonable to expect, in light of the 
public service nature of the project, that the media would 
likely air the campaign message as a free public service 
announcement if requested. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE This created a unique situation, of course, for 

ADS (continued) normally air time is either bought and paid for by an 

advertiser or requested on a free public service basis; 
in this case, however, an appeal was made, in the form 
of a personalized letter to general managers of each radio 
and television station in Indiana (as well as select media 
originating in bordering states but with large Indiana 
audiences) to consider produced spots supplied, by C-VR for 
public service airing beginning April 1, while it was made 
perfectly clear that the agency would be placing advertising 
on a paid basis in select media beginning approxlinately 
April 12 through May 31. 

It should be noted that the correspondence to general* 
managers also pointed out that decisions on which media would 
receive paid media schedules would be made independent of 
the outcome of the public service request; that is, re- 
gardless of whether or not a station chose to air spots 
on a free basis, the station would be considered for the 
paid media schedule to follow. And selection would b^, made 
solely on the basis of attaining best possible reach. 

In total 129 radio stations received the correspondence, 
with carbon copies sent to each station's public service 
director. Each station then received a prepared tape in- 
cluding two 30 second produced spot announcements and one 60 
se^cond produced spot announcement. * 

In addition, prepared film spot announcements of 30 
second length were sent to each of twenty-five television 
stations serving Indiana. The television message contained 
the same basic message as that of the radio announcements: 
that a search was on for children in need of special edu- 
cational services and that the public could assist in the 
search by calling a toll-free telephone exchange or writing 
to a special post office box if they had, or knew of, a 
special child who was not enrolled in a program. 



In addition to receiving training on developing 
local publicity campaigns and presenting speaking programs, 
county coordinators received all the materials necessary for 
distribution in their counties at the second series of 
regional coordinator meetings prior to the campaign's 
start. *** 

Included were the following items: 

1. Approx. 12" X l6" easel-backed cardboard posters 
for use on tables or counter-tops or for mounting 
in windows or on walls. 



INFORMATION/ 
DIsmiBUTION 
CENTERS 



* Text of announcements included in Appendix E. 
** See Appendix F for illustrated text. 
*** Appendix G illustrates these materials. 
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INFORMATION / 
DISIRIBUTION 
CENTERS 
(continued) 



PAID ADVERTISING 



2. Approx. 12" X l6" easel-backed cardboard posters 
containing a pocket to hold brochures describing 
the campaign in detail. 

3. 8-page brochures describing the campaign and in- 
cluding cut-out postage-paid business reply cards 
for use by citizens wishing to refer a special child 
or wishing to receive further infonmtion on special 
educational programs. 

4'. Reprints of black and white advertisements for use 
by coordinators requiring artwork for conplimentary 
placement in publications. 

5. Buttons for use by coo2?dinators and their volunteers 
during the cairpaign. 

Supplied with these materials , volunteers were pre- 
pared to do everything from posting the Search message in 
local store windows to setting up booths at shopping 
centers for mass distribution of campaign brochures. 

It is especially inportant to note that in the case 
of information distribution, just as with publicity and 
speaker/film program efforts, county coordinators were 
encouraged to irrprovise as much as possible and base their' 
individual efforts on what they considered appropriate 
for their own areas. So while guidelines were issued for 
use of materials supplied at the state level , the flexi- 
bility was built in to make each coordinator's county 
canpaign a more personal , local effort. " 



The final campaign activity, as indicated on the 
timetable, was placement of a paid advertising schedule. 
Goal of this activity was to supplement the public service 
program with a timely, controlled media schedule' designed 
to reach virtually every adult in the state of Indiana 
with sufficient frequency to create awareness and stimu- 
late involvement.. 

While the public service effort, then, was dependent 
on the individual media's policies regarding public service 
announcements, its availability of free public service time 
and its own judgement of how much free time should be 
alloted to airing the Search message, the paid advertising 
schedule served to provide a base, guaranteed exposure 
for the campaign. 

Selected in the media mix for this paid schedule were 
the following: 

1. Television - deemed the primary medium for the cairpaign 
because of its visual inpact and vast reach potential. 
Utilized was a 30 second spot featuring Dick Van 

Dyke placed on twenty stations throughout the state. 

2. Radio - considered as a secondary medium to augment 
reach, increase exposure and reinforce the inpact 
of the television and print messages. The same two 
30 second spots used in the public service announce- 
ment effort were utilized, with placement on thirty- 
five stations. 

3. Newspaper - another vital medium in the mix, it would 
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PAID ADVERTISING add reach, particularly among light television 

(continued) viewers , and Increase frequency of exposure. News- 

paper also afforded the opportunity for telling the 
Search message in greai:er depth and provided a 
handy reference source for future information. 
Advertisements in 42 newspapers throughout the 
state were placed. 
4. Outdoor - the final medium selected, it permitted 

increased emphasis in the major metropolitan heavily 
populated areas, greatly increased frequency of 
exposure and served as an almost dally reminder to 
become involved. Outdoor boards in 11 metropolitan 
areas were used to carry the Search message. 

Media was scheduled to begin approximately two weeks 
after the April 1 canpalgn kick-off and to run through 
the May 31 end of the fonnal canpalgn. 

The central message in all advertising placed was'"' 
the same as that of the public service announcements: ■ 
that a search is on for the missing special children and 
that the public can join in the search by calling the 
toll-free telephone exchange or writing to the Division 
of Special Education. 

The toll-free telephone exchange was in operation 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, so that the public would 

_ be able to respond iimiediately . to the_Dlyision..._„In__ant Icl- 

" pation of the fact that many people would probably call in 

^ strictly for more infonnation about special education 

programs rather than to report a missing child, a parent 
handbook was developed in conjunction with the media 
campaign. ^ 



Advertisements and parent handbook included within 
Appendix H. 
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Public ADvareness 
Results 



PRESS COVERAGE Results of the publicity efforts undertaken at both 

the state and the local level serve as proof of the initial 
judgement that special education, in general, and child 
find project, in particular, offered a nuiriber of oppor- 
tunities for legitimate news coverage. 

Beginning- with the kick-off press conference, which 
saw coverage from all four Indianapolis television stations, 
local radio-'and newspapers and UPI and the Indiana Broad- 
casters Network, response from the news media for Indiana's 
Search for Special Children was considerable- 

Results of print coverage were recorded through use 
of a state-wide newsclipping service. This record shows 
that the Search campaign received 3,950 column inches of 
coverage from newspapers throughout the state- Included 
were 39^ pick ups from a total of 156 daily and weekly 
newspapers, * 

In addition to straight news coverage of state and 
locally-initiated events, this total included pick up, in 
part or verbatim, by 21 newspapers of the five part feature 
series prepared as part of the canpaign and hand-delivered 
to the press by county coordinators- Equally important, 
the total Included editorial support from twelve news- 
papers- 

While a newsclipping service was utilized to record 
newspaper coverage within the state, the Division relied 
on written reports presented by the individual county 
coordinators at the end of the campaign to evaluate coverage 
from the television and radio news media - 

Straight news coverage of cairpalgn events, such as 
the campaign kick off, was not recorded and is not in- 
cluded in this report- Of major importance to the publicity 
evaluation, however, is the total number of coordinator 
and volunteer Interviews made during the campaign. A 
total of 26 radio stations carried out Interviews, with 
some of these stations providing repeat interviews in an 
effort to provide their listeners with further Information 
or updates on the canpalgn- In most cases these interviews 
were of one-half hour duration, allowing those interviewed 
to provide not only an explanation of the actual Search but 
also further in-depth information on available special 
education programs in the local schools and how these 
programs were benefiting special children - 

Treatment of Search activities as straight news or 
feature itans on television was widespread throughout the 



Sample newsclips included in Appendix I. 
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PRESS COVERAGE state and Included coverage on 18 individual stations, with 

(continued) actual interviews with education officials and/or county 

coordinators a key aspect in much of this coverage, 

Of major significance to the overall exposure of the 
canpaign, however, were the. number of times the Search for 
Special Children was given in-depth coverage in the form 
of 30 minute film/interview programs on public and community 
affairs talk shovjs- A total of 13 such progranis were shown 
during the campaign, with broadcasts originating from 
stations in a total of 7 niajor areas of the state. 



COUNTY COORDINATOR Already mentioned is the coverage achieved, both at 

ACTIVITIES the state and the local level, in publicizing the Search 

and the benefits of special education. Equally Important, 
however, are the many locally-initiated activities recorded 
by coordinators in their final reports to the Division. 

First of these activities are the speaker/film 
engagements conducted by coordinators and the volunteer 
speakers working with them. Based on coordinator reports, 
the total of such speaker/film engagements reached 527 
by the May 31 end of the formal campaign. 

Of interest in the final evaluation of the project were 
the types of audiences reached through the speaker/film 
program, as follows: 

Educational audiences , i lading programs before 

teachers, PTA andPTO g^" - education-related 

professional groups and oi'ganizations involved 

in special education and mental health 25% 

School-age audiences , primarily public school 
classroom audiences but also youth organizations 
and church groups 23% 

' * General piiblic: audiences y ^lncludlng; a of 

A- civic iaM: social" or^^ 

church; grx^ ■ - 

other audiences /not specif^^ 

educational; and. :speclal ed . .50% 

In addition to the speaker/film programs, county 
coordinators were responsible for establishing information 
booths in shopping malls, at health fairs and other local 
or county-wide events and any other appropriate locations 
that could be considered "high traffic" areas to reach 
the local population. County coordinators recorded a 
total of 182 such Information booths having been estab- 
lished, many of which were manned by volunteers over a 
1-2 day period. In all cases, the Information booths 
were used primarily to serve as distribution points for 
the brochures developed for the campaign but with the 
hope that the person-to-person contact with the public would 
help strengthen the Search message. 

16 



16 



Public Awareness Results 



COUNTY COORDINATOR 

ACTIVITIES 

(continued) 



Also iiiportant was the distribution of posters: and 
counter-top posters throughout the individual counties being 
served by the Search coordinators. The statewide record 
kept on the distribution of the 10,000 counter-top posters, 
^ch included a pocket filled with carrpaign brochures, 
shows nearly 3 3 800 different locations were used. These 
included counter top displays in such varied locations as 
banks, barber shops, factories, grocery stores, schools, 
recreation centers, physicians' offices and libraries. 

As noted earlier, a special point was made in the second 
county coordinator riBetings to emphasize the need for each 
coordinator's innovation in bringing the Search message to 
his/her particular area. In 13 areas, mayoral proclamations 
were written declaring a certain week as "Search for Special 
Children Week," for instance. In other areas, special 
correspondence was mailed to social and civic groups en- 
listing their support. And while the Division sent letters 
to religious. leaders throughout the state to inform them 
of the campaign, local contact by individual coordinators " 
resulted in publishing of the Search message in leaflets 
in a number of churches and synagogues during the canpaign. 



PUBLIC SERVICE 
PROGRAM 



The initial judgement in planning the campaign strategy 
included consideration that the Division could in all 
probability expect to gain support from the media in the 
fom of free public " ser^ As ' was" note^ 

earlier, however, such support would depend on each station's 
particular policy regarding. the offering of free announce- 
ments when a paid media schedule was also indicated by the 
advertiser. 

Results show that there were indeed considerable dif- 
ferences in reactions from stations in this request for 
free announcement consideration. Many stations suggested 
that they would run the announcements regardless of whether 
or not paid media placement was planned on their station 
or on any other media. Others noted that station policy 
dictated they either accept the announcements on a free 
basis or on a paid basis, but not both. Still others 
stated that they would siirply match whatever paid schedule 
was offered to .the station with additional free announcements. 
And as expected, there were a number of television and radio 
stations that gave no indication as to whether or not they 
would consider the announcements at all. 

Regarding radio, records show the following results of 
the effort to gain public service airing of the Search 
message : 

A total of 129 stations were contacted. Of these, 74 
gave 'no indication regarding their disposition to the 
request . 

Of the 55 stations that did respond, 4 indicated station 
policy forbade granting free announcements to an organization 
which was also purchasing time on any media. Three stations 
indicated they would grant a special charity rate for the ■ 
Search project. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE Of the remaining ^8 stations , 10 indicated they would offer 

PROGRAM (continued) free spot announcements but did not indicate how many. 

38 stations not only indicated they would offer free spots 
but specified the number of 30 second announcements that 
would be offered. The total number of announcements 
offered was 25^1. 



For the purposes of evaluation, then, it could be said 
that the effort to gain public service airing of the Search 
message on radio resulted in, at the least, 25^1 free spot 
announcements representing 1,270-5 minutes of free air 
time . 

Regarding television, the following results were 
recorc.ed: 

A total of 25 stations were contacted. Of these, 1^1 gave 
no indication regarding their disposition to the request. 

Of the 11 stations that did respond, 2 indicated they would 
offer free spot announcements but did not indicate how many. 

9 stations not only indicated they would offer free spots 
but specified the number of 30 second announcements that 
would be offered. The total number of announcements offered 
was 301. 

Again, for the purposes of evaluation, then, it could 
. be said that the effort to gain public service airing of the 
Search message on television resulted in, at the least , 301 
free spot announcements representing 150.5 minutes of free 
air time. 



RESEARCH SURVEY As mentioned previously, the first planning phase 

undertaken for the childfind project was to survey the aware- 
ness and attitudes of a representative sampling of the 
state's population of parents of children, ages 0-21. 
While some of the questions asked in this survey were asked 
for planning purposes so that the objectives, as well as 
the public's attitudes, could be better clarified, a 
number of questions were included in the survey to "serve as 
a means of measuring the overall effectiveness of the public 
awareness effort. Briefly stated, the following are tab- 
ulated responses to evaluative questions, including pre- 
campaign and post-campaign figiares : 

1- Percent of sample population believing their school 
system provided programs for handicapped children. 
Pre: 62%^ Post: 63% 

2. Percent of saiiple population believing there is a public 
school program available to every handicapped child in 
their area. Pre: ^8^ Post: 53^ 

3. Percent of sample population believing a school program 
can benefit all handicapped children regardless of how - 
severe their handicap is. Pre: 55^ Post: 62% 
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Public Awareness Results 



RESEARCH SURVEY l\. 
(continued) 



5. 



6. 



7. 



First, an increase developed in the piopoftion of respondents 
who believed that the public school programs are available 
to all handicapped children in the area (question #.2), 
And a significant increase occurred in the proportion of 
responsdents who believe that school programs can benefit 
all handicapped children (question #3). For all other 
questions 5 however, there was no marked improvement indicated 
in the post-canpaign response, 

Of most significance to the evaluation of the Search 
campaign, though, are the results shown in questioning 
continued from question #7 as npted above. There was, as 
Indicated, no notable change in the percentage of respondents 
who had seen or heard about special education: what they 
had seen or heard at the end of the Search campaign, however, 
indicates the public's awareness of that campaign, 

Wien asked, at the end of the cairpaign, what they had 
seen or heard about special education or related special 
services, 15.6^ of the total survey population offered un- 
aided answers specifically pinned to the Search campaign, 
including 2% of the total survey population responding with 
the exact words: Search for Special Children, Furthennore, 
when asked "have you heard about a program called Search for 
Special Children," a total of 28% of the survey population 
answered favorably. 

Lacking figures from similar childfind projects con- 
"ducted by other states throughout the country, there is no 
means of making a comparative judgement on the effectiveness 
of Search in reaching the state's population. Based on the 
above-mentioned research finding, however, one is at least 
left with the indication that better than one out of four 
of the parents of children ages 0 - 21 in the state of 
Indiana were aware of the Search for Special Children. 

Add to this an assumed spill-over of the Search 
message to many others throughout the state — children, 
parents and grandparents alike — and one is left with an 
indication that the Search for Special Children project had 
major impact throughout the state of Indiana, 
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Percent of sanple population believing the public 
schools of Indiana should provide education for. all 
handicapped children of school age. Pre: 88^ 
Post: 87f^ 

Percent of sample population believing the public 
schools of Indiana should provide education for all 
handicapped children of pre-school age. Pre: 60% 
Post : 60% 

Percent of sample population believing the public 
schools of Indiana should provide education for all 
handicapped children of post-school age through 21, 
Pre: 69% Post: 72f. 

Percent of sample population having seen or heard any 
information about special education or related special 
services. Pre: 6l% Post: 6k% 

Of these results, two points are of particular interest. 
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PACTS It .would seem appropriate in this final report of th6 

Search for Special Children to present figures representing 
the total nurnber of children found, their areas of excep-- 
tionality, and their current educational status. However, it 
is impossible at this time for two reasons. First, re- 
ferrals continue to flow in, although certainly not at the 
rapid rate of the spring months. Second, the official 
end of Search coincided with the end of the school year. 
Thus many children who were identified are still working 
through the process toward placement, and reports indicating 
their exceptionality and educational status have not yet 
. been received from local directors. 

As an alternative, statistics are presented as availa- 
ble at the time of printing. Over twelve hundred children 
have been referred to date. They represent every geographic 
section of the state, and they come from large cities as 
well as rural areas. Their ages range 'from' three weeks to 
twenty-eight years. A large number of these referrals have 
come from parents themselves. Others have been received 
from grandparents, aunts and uncles, ministers, teachers 
and social workers. It is interesting to note that many 
children have been referred by two or three different sources. 

At the time of printing, 1,221 children have been 
referred. Of these, the age breakdowns are as follows: 

Preschool age (0-6 years) HS% 

School-Age (6 - 18 years) 33% 

Post School-Age (l8 - 21 years) 12f. 

Unknown (or over 21) 7% 

In addition a number of referrals were received for indi- 
viduals older than 21 years. Also a number of referrals 
gave no age. 

Each parent who referred a child was sent a copy of the 
parent handbook mentioned earlier. The handbook, which 
gives information about special education in Indiana, was 
also mailed to any person who called or wrote to request 
additional information about Search or special education. 
. To this date, over 650 such information requests have been 
received. 

It is interesting to note that the telephone hot line 
and the post office box proved equally effective as means 
of receiving referrals. The telephone was used by a few 
more people than the postal service to make referrals, but 
more Information requests were received by mail. 
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As stated in the previous section, 1,221 handicapped 
children were referred as a direct result of the Search. 
It must be noted that not all of these children were un- 
served (not receiving an education) at the time of their 
referral. There was a sizeable response. from parents whose 
children are in school but are not necessarily being given 
full attention to their special needs. I 

The Search has helped to open coirmu^iication channels 
between parents and the Division of Special Education. The 
toll-free telephone nuirber provides the"' opportunity for 
parents to discuss difficulties they ^ are facing locally. 
As a result, by working together, solutions may be more 
easily reached at the local school corporation level. Some 
of those who called were unaware of their rights in obtaining 
appropriate educational programs for their children. Again 
the parent handbook was sent to answer their questions, 
following a telephone discussion. 

The fact that approximately half of the referrals were of 
preschool^ge children indicated the interest of parents 
in seeking early intervention services. Yet services for 
preschoolers were not enphasized in the . statewide Search 
campaign, and as the research findings' indicated, most parents 
did not consider the public schools as a likely source of 
advice and assistance to contact ^^'egarding services for 
preschool children with possible f&ndicapping conditions. 
In consideration of these facts, a guide was developed for 
parents of preschoolers. Entitled "Prom Crib to Kindergarten," 
it is a 6-inch-diameter wheel which traces the normal 
development of a child from ages one month through five 
years, l^itten in lay terms, it instructs parents to con- 
tact their local- special education director or school super- 
intendent in the event they believe their child might re- 
quire special services. 



Ongoing Child Identification System 
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In order to establish the ongoing system of child Iden- 
tification, the capabilities for carrying out public 
awareness and child identification and location are being 
transferred to the LEA. Based on preliminary results of 
the campaign^ as well as reflections on the overall exper- 
ience of undertaking a childfind project, a public infor- 
mation guide has been developed. This guide, which will 
be distributed to all local special education directors in 
the state, outlines the various activities that could be 
undertaken on the local level to maintain public awareness 
of special education services and to insure that location and 
identification of missing children continue in the years to 
come. iVfeny of the suggested activities were ones under- 
talcen by the state and by county coordinators during the 
formal two-month Search project, with the key activity 
suggested being the continuation of a speaker/film program 
utilizing the still-valid and appropriate film developed 
for the Search. 

The LEA will continue as in the past with responsibility 
for screening, evaluation, casfe conferencing, placement and 
reassessment. These procedures must be carried out for 
every child receiving special services, with the single 
exception of speech and language programs. There is already 
a component in. use within the LEAs for referral of a child 
who is in school but not receiving appropriate special 
services. An annual report will be submitted to the Division 
by each LEA, describing its childfind plans and the results- 
of its efforts. 

After the manuals are distributed and individual LEA 
reports have been submitted, the assumption will be made that 
ongoing child identification procedures are operational in 
all areas of the state. 
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CoordhiatQrKil; 

DistrilJiited ab first plaiining session 



COORDINATOR 



PLANNING ACTIVITIES CHECKLIST 



The following activities should be accomplished prior to the final 
regional meeting scheduled for the week of March 22nd. 

1. Know the project * Familiarize yourself with the policy 

statement, fact sheet and timetable. If you have any questions, 
now is the time to ask. 

2. Organize a speakers list * Plan now to have from four to 

five qualified speakers available for the speaker/film programs 
scheduled in your area. 

3. Arrange speaker/film programs. April and May have 

been set aside for presenting speaker/film programs. Our 
goal is to reach as many communities as possible, giving 
every state resident a reasonable chance of attending a program 
in his area, but it will require your contacting groups now to 
achivsve this goal. 

4. Determine locations for information distribution. Get 

commitments now, so that you will have a place to distribute 
brochures, posters and other materials as soon as you are 
handed these materials at the final regional meeting. 

5. Enlist volunteers . Begin enlisting manpower now, so that 

you will know who you have as a team by early March, be able 
to conduct your county volunteer meetings by March 31st, and 
have the trained manpower to assist your efforts for April 
and May. 



24 



Coordinator Kit 



1. KNOW THE PROJECT 

Within this section are copies of the Division of Special Education 
project policy statement, a brief project fact sheet and a time- 
table through the public awareness and initial identification stages. 

Familiarize yourself with these materials, as these have been 
prepared for your use in maintaining a consistent presentation 
of the project in the event you are called upon to discuss the project 
with the general public, special groups and the press. 

By failing to refer to these materials, we run the risk of many and 
varied interpretations as well as possible misinterpretations 
of the project and its goals* Already, for instance, an article has 
appeared describing this search as a "search for retarded children, " 
when in fact it is a search for all handicapped children not just 
those who are mentally retarded. 

NOTE: Additional copies will he issued to you for use as handouts 
to persons requesting project details* In the event you need more 
copies or wish further clarification, contact your regional coordinator. 
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120We5t Market Street - 10th Floor 
317/633^763 



Depdrtmont of Public Instruction 

Harold H. Negley. Supenntendeni 

Room 229. Siaie House • Indianapolis 46204 

317/633-6610 
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POLICY STATEMENT 



SEARCH FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN 



In 1969 the Indiana General Assembly passed a mandatory Special Education 
Service Act requiring each local school corporation to provide, by July 1, 1973, 
eaucational services for all handicapped children between the ages of six and 
eighteen. Today there are many children still not receiving a free public 
education within the State. 

In recognition of this discrepancy, the Indiana Department of Public Instruc- 
tion, Division of Special Education, is conducting a state-wide project, called 
SEARCH FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN, in an effort to locate as many of these unserved 
ctiildren as possible, evaluate their individual needs, and offer each child- 
regardless of severity of his handicap— an educational program appropriate to his 
needs. 

For many years, the burden of finding these appropriate services has been 
left largely to the parents themselves. And until recently, this burden was 
compounded by the fact that many school corporations simply lacked adequate special 
educational services. 

As dramatic as the growth in services has been, many schools still recognize 
the need for continued improvement, particularly in expanding programming for the 
"under-served" handicapped children now attending public school but lacking optimal 
individualized services. With so many children still remaining at home untouched 
by any of the available programs, however, the need to reach these altogether 
unserved children has become the highest priority. 

According to Pam Peterson, consultant to the Division of Special Education 



26 



ERIC 



Coordinator Kit 



27 



Policy Statement - Search for Special Children 
Page Two 

and head of the state-wide project, one of the major reasons for the apparent 
failure to reach these children is that school officials in a position to provide 
services for the hanaicappeu do not know who these children are. Until parents 
make thei^r^a^di capped children's needs known to the schools, the schools can do 
nothing for their children. 

Many parents have not made these needs known because they believe their 
children are too severely nandicapped to benefit from any school program. Others 
feel their children could benefit but are unaware of the fact that schools either 
presently have appropriate services or must establish these programs once the 
children's needs are known. Still others, lacking a clear understanding of the 
considerable legislation, policies and safeguards now affecting the education of 
handicapped children, remain fearful of the entire special education process. 

By conducting an extensive public information campaign as the first step in 
SEARCH FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN, the Division hopes to clear up many of these miscon- 
ceptions, open the channels of communication between parents and special educators, 
and facilitate efforts to locate these unserved children. 

The campaign calls for establishing a toll-free telephone information exchange 
and a network of information centers throughout the State. In addition, speakers, 
films and printed materials will be made readily available to provide the public 
with further information on handicapping conditions, the rights of handicapped 
children, the extent of special educational services now available, and the process 
for gaining entry into public school programs appropriate to children's special needs. 

These efforts will be supported by a mass-media public awareness program to 
reach not only parents of handicapped children but those who may be in a position 
to advise and assist these parents in seeking special educational services. 
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State of 
^IS(PIA1^ 



Division off Special Education 

120 West Market Street - 10th FJoor 

317/633-4763 



Department of Public Instruction 

Harold H. Negley, Superintendent 

Room 229, State House • Indianapolis 46204 

317/633-6610 





FACT SHEET 



SEARCH FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN 



WHAT: 

WHO: 
WHEN: 
WHERE: 
WHY; 



The state-wide project, called "Search for Special Children," is a 
search for all handicapped children residing in the State who are 
not currently receiving a free public education. The project in- 
cludes a mass-media public awareness program in support of the 



The Indiana Department of Public Instruction, Division of Special 
Education. 

Spring, 1976. Official starting date for conducting the search is 
March 31, 1976, with completion by May 31, 1976. 

Throughout the state of Indiana on a county-by-county basis under 
the direction of county and regional coordinators. 

Despite the fact that, in 1969, the Indiana General Assembly passed 
a mandatory Special Education Act requiring each local school 
corporation to provide, by July 1, 1973, educational services for 
all handicapped children between the ages of six and eighteen, 
there are many children today who are still not receiving a free 
public education within the State. 

In recognition of this discrepancy, the '-Search for Special Children" 
is being conducted in an effort to identify, locate and evaluate 
as many of these "unserved" children as possible, so that full 
educational opportunities may be offered these children--regardless 
of the severity of their handicaps. 

These efforts will be supported by a mass-media public awareness 
program to reach not only parents of handicapped children but those 
who may be in a position to advise and assist these parents in 
seeking special educational services. 

Further information is immediately available from Pam Peterson, 
project director. Mrs. Peterson may be reached at 317-633-4763, 
Monday through Friday, at the Division of Special Education, 
120 West Market Street-lOth Floor, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204. 
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2. ORGANIZE YOUR SPEAKERS UST 



One key element ia the public awareness effort is to offer as 
many people as possible the chance to. see and hear the special 
education story. The fifteen minute film developed for the 
project, narrated by Dick Van Dyke and titled "Search for Special 
Children, " goes a long way in telling this story and presenting 
the facts on Indiana's search. Add to this the comments of a 
special educator and the capability of this speaker to answer the 
many questions an audience might ask, and we*ve a complete, 
unique program to offer the general public. 

The subject of how to arrange speaker/film engagements will 
be covered in the next section: but first you will have to be sure 
you have a group of capable speakers lined up and available as 
required. The following materials should help you in this effort: 

a) * Speaker recruitment information 

b) Speaker fact sheet 

c) Speakers list 

NOTE: We don't know yet how few or how many speaking engage- 
ments will be arranged in your area. We recommend, however, 
that you include 4-5 possible speakers on your list, so that you 
will be sure to have someone available as required and will be 
sure to lighten the load on any one speaker. At least 2 of these 
speakers should be available to meet luncheon program schedules. 
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SPEAKER RECRUITMENT INFORMATION 



The need for lining up qualified, willing speakers cannot be overemphasized, 
as the film/speaker programs are an integral, critical element of the entire 
project. Contact with speaker prospects, then, should be in person, and 
you should be prepared to fully explain the project, the need for speakers 
and the involvement that would be requested from speaker volunteers. The 
following points should be stressed in your recruitment presentation: 

1, Goals of the "Search for Special Children" project include: finding 
the ^^ndi capped children who are not now receiving a public education 
within the state, and creating a greater public awareness of, and appre- 
ciation for, special children and their special educational needs, 

2, The key to creating greater awareness will be to offer local groups and 
organizations the opportunity to see and hear a film/speaker program, 
with the hope that these people will then have the knowledge to advise 
and assist parents in seeking special educational services for their 
children should that opportunity arise, 

3, The first half of a film/speaker program would be devoted to showing 

a film running approximately fifteen minutes, narrated by TV and movie 
star Dick Van Dyke, that fully explains the "Search for Special Children" 
project, 

4, The second half of the program would be devoted to brief comments by 
the speaker, followed by a brief question and answer session, 

5, Brochures would be handed out at the end of the program directing the 
audience to a name and number to call should they have further questions 
regarding the project. 

6, Speaker engagements would be offered during the months of April and 
May, based on availability of the speaker. 

7, Speakers would be asked to offer suggested times and days they would 
be available to speak to groups. This would not constitute an absolute 
commitment to any particular time or day, but would be useful in 
planning for possible programs. 



- more - 
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3, ARRANGE SPEAKER /FILM ENGAGEMENTS 

We have an excellent film to show the public, and we should have 
excellent speakers to round out the program and answer questions 
from the audience. -. What we still need, however, is an audience for 
such a program. 

It will be the county coordinator's responsibility to make contacts 
with local groups and sell them on the idea of holding a speaker/film 
program for their group . . . or better yet, sell them on the idea of 
holding a speaker /film program open to the community as a community 
service, so that anyone interested in special children and special edu- 
cation can attend. 

Our goal is to reach as many communities as possible, giving every 
resident a reasonable chance of attending a program in his area. Our 
goal, too, is to reach these people outside of a public school or handi- 
capped services setting whenever possible. In this way, we will 
increase our chances of reaching people who might otherwise never be 
exposed to special education and the needs of special children people 
no less likely, however, to be in a position of someday meeting these 
needs. 

Attached are materials to guide you in arranging speaking engagements, 
including the following: 

a) List of possible contacts 

b) Program invitation 

c) Publicity release sample 

d) Speaking engagement schedule 

e) Speaking engagement report 

PLEASE NOTE: Further information will be provided at the regional 
meeting the week of March 22nd regarding additional publicity possibilities, 
arranging for showing the film and scheduling programs. 
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LIST OF POSSIBLE CONTACTS 



You are in the best position to determine the most likely, most effective 
sources of possible speaker /film engagements. The following should, 
at least, give some indication of the many groups that could be contacted. 



Elks 

Lions 

Moose 

Soroptimists 
Masons 

Senior Citizens Groups 

Knights of Columbus 

Area Alumni Clubs 

Jaycees 

YM-YWCA 

Rotary 

Kiwanis 

Area Women's Clubs 
Optimists 

League of Women Voters 
International Order of Odd Fellows 



American Legion 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Area church groups 
Extension Homemakers 
Kappa Kappa Kappa 
Knights of Pythias 
VFW 

VFW Auxiliary 
. Public Libraries 

Neighborhood Associations 
Urban League 
Chambers of Commerce 
PTA and PTO 

Education-related organizations 
Other social service agencies 
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PROGRAM INVITATION TO LOCAL CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS 



Dear _: 

We are pleased to offer TV and movie star Dick Van Dyke in a unique film 
presentation for your coming meeting schedule. ^ 

Titled "Search for Special Children, " the film provides a fast-paced, high- 
impact look at Indiana *s special^children children with mental and physical 
handicaps, A native Midwesterner who holds a deep appreciation for Indiana's 
special children, Mr. Van Dyke presents a story centering on special children, 
the world of special education and the need to see that each and every special 
child in Indiana receives the full benefits of a special educational program. 

It is not a sad story: it is an encouraging story of what is being done and 
what can be done so that these children can live up to their potential, gain 
a sense of personal worth and enjoy a full and meaningful life. 

In addition to this heart-warming fifteen minute film, we offer you, when 
available, a speaker well- versed on the subject of special children and ready 
to answer the many questions your members might have. 

Offered as a public service by the State of Indiana, the program is sure to 
bring a new awareness to audiences who might otherwise never gain exposure 
into the world of special children. Some of your members may even know 
of such children who could benefit from this far-reaching new program. 

To schedule this unique and moving program for a meeting date anytime 
during April and May, simply contact: 



May we hear from you soon? 
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(SUGGESTED RELEASE TO BE USED IN ANNOUNCING OPEN MEETING) 



For Immediate Release 



(name of contact) 
(telephone contact) 
(date) 



PUBUC INVITED TO PROGRAM ON INDIANA'S SPECIAL. CHILDREN 

Indiana's special children children with physical and mental handicaps 
will be the topic of a unique program being sponsored by ( name of organization) . 
Open to all interested residents, it will be held (date ), (time) , at (location) . 

Highlighting the program. will be a film presentation titled "Search for 
Special Children" and featuring TV and movie star Dick Van Dyke. A native 
Midwesterner with a strong appreciation for Indiana's special children, Mr. 
Van Dyke presents the encouraging story of Indiana's special children and the 
world of special education. 

In addition, (name of speaker ) will be on hand to address the audience 
and field the many questions regarding handicapped children, and what" can 
how be done for these children so that they may develop to their full potential 

and enjoy a meaningful life, (name of speaker ) is ( speaker description ) 

and is ( more description l_). 

The program is offered as a public service by (name of organization ) in 
conjunction with the "Search for Special Children, " a state -wide project of the 
Indiana Department of Public Instruction. Goals of this "Search for Special 
Children" are (1) to locate the many handicapped children still not receiving a 
free public education within the state, and (2) to create a greater public aware- 
ness of the special needs of these often-overlooked children who account for 
nearly ten percent of Indiana's youth population. 
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4, DETERMINE LOCATIONS FOR INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION 

The goal of the information distribution program 'is the same as that of the 
speaker/film program: to reach a public that might otherwise never be 
exposed to special education or the needs of special children. 

Your specific responsibility in this area is to determine the best locations 
for distributing posters and informational brochures. It is important to 
note that the emphasis has shifted from providing "information/identification" 
centers to providing strictly "information" centers j for while you may very 
well get on-the-spot referrals, it is not feasible to conduct an actual on- 
site identification of handicapped children. 

The following should be included in your distribution of information, 
though it will be your responsibility to determine the best possible "mix" 
of these methods to reach the people in your area: 

1, Information centers with volunteer staff . For shopping malls or 
large grocery stores, the amount of shopper "traffic" will merit 
setting up a small table with counter-top display and, most importantly, 
with volunteers present to personally hand brochures to people passing 
by. With volunteers on hand, you will benefit from personal contact 
with the public, and will afford interested persons the opportunity to 
learn first-hand about the project and have general answers to their 
questions on-the-spot, 

2, Counter-top disjplays . This includes locations such as banks; 
medical buildings; health, education and welfare offices; city halls; 
larger drug and grocery stores, and libraries. These should be 
selected also for high "traffic, " so that people seeing the approx. 
14" by 18" stand-up poster with pocket, will be able to easily pull 
out a brochure to take with them. 

3, Window displays . In high traffic areas where information centers 
or counter-top displays are not possible, posters can be placed so 
that the public can at least see a toll-free number and post office box 
to write for more information. 



Brochures, posters and counter-top displays will be available at the final 
regional meeting, so you should know by then approximately how many 
locations will be included in your area. The attached sheet offers suggestions 
on how to make location arrangements. 

Also included is a totaling sheet to be used at the final regional meeting . 
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ARRANGING INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION LOCATIONS 



1. Select locations for information centers with volunteer staff 
first. Contact should be made in person so that you can fully 
explain the project, offer a fact sheet if necessary, and be on hand 
to answer any questions. In the case of shopping malls, you may 
have to ask a shop owner for the name and number of the mall 
management contact so that you can call for an appointment to 
discuss your request. In any case, be prepared to suggest the days 
and times you wish Jo set up your center and the specific locations 
you had in mind for placing the table and stationing your volunteers • 

2. For counter -top displays, an inquiry by phone should suffice in 
most cases. In the event the store or office manager requires 
more^details , you may wish to send a fact sheet along with a short 
note stating your request. 

3. You should not have to get permission now for future placement 
of window poster displays. Your request can come in person, with 
poster in hand, following our final regional meeting. You should 
have a good idea, however, of the areas or neighborhoods you wish to 
consider for poster displays, so that once you have the materials 

in hand you will know where to direct volunteers to place window 
posters. A special effort should be made to consider areas not 
"covered" by information centers or counter -top displays. 

4. Keep a running list of approved locations for distribution of 
materials along with the days and hours, volunteer manpower needs, 
names of contacts who gave approval and other information. Given 
this record, you will be able to assess manpower and material needs 
and have a complete schedule on hand for use in directing distribution 
and volunteer assistance. 
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5, ENUST VOLUNTEERS 

In addition to speakers, you will need the assistance of volunteers 
for manning information locations and distributing materials. You 
may, in fact, wish to have volunteer assistance in completing the 
previously-mentioned planning activities. In any case, begin lining 
up volunteers now so that you will know by early March who you will 
have for assistance. Immediately following the final regional meeting, 
then, you should conduct a briefing session for these volunteers so 
each knows his/her assigned responsibility for your area effort. 

As a recap, consider using volunteers to help you in the following: 

1. Arranging speaker /film programs through contact 
with local groups and organizations. 

2. Serving as speakers. 

3. Assisting in delivering film, projector and screen to 
speaker/film programs when necessary. 

4. Contacting locations and getting commitments for 
setting up information centers and counter -top displays. 

5. Staffing information centers. 

6. Distributing materials to all locations for information 
centers, counter-top displays and window poster displays. 
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DataFonns 




CHILD IDENTIFICATIQN NUMBER - 
TPTKPHQNE REFERRAL 



Child's Name 



THrstr 



(last) 



_Age_ 



Birthplace (if known) 



Parent or Guardian's Nanie_^ 



(first) 

Parent or Guardian's Street Address__ 
City 



(last) 



Telephone (if known) 
Referred by: 



zip code 
rarea code) 

parent 

other 



_County_ 



(number) 

Is the child in school? Yes No 



How did you heap about Search? 



What school district does the child live in? 
Additional Comments: 



Date Received- 
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Instmactlon : 



SEARCH FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN 
Individual Data Record 
Indiana Departrrent of Public Instruction 

Respond to the following questions according to the directions which 
are specified for each question. 



I. Child Ideritification Code 
/ / 

II. Birthdate (month, day, year) 
/ / 

III. Assessment in Accordance with Rule S-1 

A. Completed comprehensive psychological evaluation? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

B. Completed medical examination? 
1. Yes 

2. No 

IV. If assessment has been completed, what exceptionality was revealed? (Use 

definitions specified in Rule S-1; Check only one of the following categories) 

01. 

02. 

03. 

Ol\. 
05. 

06. 



Multiply Handicapped 


07. 


Communication Disorder 


Physically Hr:idicapped 




Educable Mentally Retarded 


Visually Handicapped 


09. 


Trainable Mentally Retarded 


Hearing Impaired 


10. 


Severely-Profoundly Mentally 


Qnotionally Disturbed 




Retarded 


Neurologically Impaired/ 


11. 


None 


Learning Disabled 







V. Has a case conference been held? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

VI. What action has been taken by the Special Education Planning District to 
provide service to this child? (Check only one) 

1. No exceptionality revealed by either the referral follow-up or 

the assessment. No special service ne^-"^ed. 

2. Placed in public school program. 

3. Program not yet available but being planned. 

^ . Family referred to other agency for services (specify agency) 

5. Exceptionality detected but no action taken to provide service 

(specify reason) . . 

VII. What type of program placement has been made, if placed? (Check only one.) 

1. Full-time special class homogeneous by exceptionality 

2. Part-time special class homogeneous by exceptionality 

_3. Resource room 

Itinerant teacher 

_5. Regular class with no special services 

_6. Full-time special class heterogeneous by exceptionality 

J' Part-time special class heterogeneous by exceptionality 

_8. Home bound programs 

J. Other (specify) . 
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Distributed at second plaiming session 



HOW T O WIN FRIENDS AND .TN FL UENCE PEOPLE WHEN 
SPEa'kING on behalf of the "SEARCH PROJECT " 



1, Re prepared I Prepare in advance the key points communications objec- 
tives you want to get across. Your credibility will be enhanced if you speak 
without notes but it is also wise to have a list of the main points as a reminder 
of the ground you wish to cover. 

2. Anticipate questions from your audience and be prepared with positive answers. 
Some useful phrases in fielding questions. . . . 

When the question is beside the point. . . . »'you raise an interesting question 
.... *^ or "That's an important question but opens up a whole new area. . . . 
I will be happy to discuss It with you after the program. ..." 

on being asked a question you can't answer .... "That's a difficult question 
and I don't have the answer but I will be happy to check on It for you. " 



on being interrupted. . . .let the interviewer state hio question then say, 
"let me finish this statement (thought, answer) then I^U answer your 
<l^estion". . . . and do so — if you can't remember his question, ask him 
to repeat it. 

on an inaccurately paraphrased question which usually starts with "you 
mean to say? ' . . . . "not exactly .... What I saidvjias" then repeat, word 
for word, what you said, 

to the person who fires questions faster than you can answer . . . . if you 
can't answer all of them in a statement or two .... "You've asked a 
number of questions, which one would you like for me to answer first? " 

on a barbed or "loaded" or "trap" question or one that is intended to 
place you on the defensive .... "You've raised an interesting point but our 
position Is". . . . "our findings (cite sources) indicate that. " .... never 
repeat a derogatory statement or false Information. 

on attempts at being baited into badmouthlng the opposition. . . . "Everyone 
Is entitled to his own opinions but this is the way we feel. ..." 

when faced with a totally unexpected question or request for information on 
a controversial Issue when you are unsure of your ground, ... "I will need 
to consider our position on that issue (subject) and check some facts before 
I can answer that. " Then offer to do s o and <^U the j^^gstiq^ j^s-ck. 

-more- 
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"How To Win Friends And Influence People When Speaking On Behalf Of The 
'Search' Project** 
Page Tw o 



when questioned about a controversial issue or an opponent's position. . . • 
"Yes, I am aware that .... doesn't feel as we do. ... or is for the proposal 
you stated but. • • . " 

when faced with impossible, difficult to answer or leading questions. » . . 
"Well, what do you think. . . . How would you judge. . . . "How would you 
go about? " 

3, Presentation content. ... 

Always tell the truth - Don't make a statement you can't back up or engage in 
mis -direction; you will be found out eventiially. 

There is no such thing as "off the record" so only make those statements 
that you would want to appear in print or heard on radio and television. 

KEEP YOUR PRESENTATION POSITIVE. 

4. Platform techniques. ... 

Above all else, keep cool. Answer all questions in an even controlled pace, 
be natural, not overly agressive or retiring. Maintain your composure, no 
matter how outrageous the question or agressive the questioner. Never be 
antagonistic in your response or belittle (or make fun of) the intelligence of 
your audience. Keep command of the situation. 

Establish individual "eye contact'* with your audience. . . it's the beet way of 
getting them involved. . . getting them to react to you and your message. Keep 
your presentation to the point and as short as possible without sacrificing 
any of the content. As the preacher said, "We feel no souls are saved after 
the first ten minutes. . . • " He*s also the preacher who feels that if he has 
made one point during the sermon, he's done a good job: too many points 
just coofuee the congregation. 
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KEY POINTS REGARDING THE SEARCH FOR SPECIAL, CHIL>DREN 

!• The Search for Special Children is a search for all special children in 
Indiana from 0 through 21 who are not now in school getting the benefits 
of a free public education. 

2. Anyone having, or knowing of, a special child not in school can help by 
either calling or writing to let the schools know who the child is, 

3. Anyone wanting more information about special education or having 
particular questions they wish answered can also call or write, 

4. The toll-free number is 800-382-2046, The Post Office box is Box 1946, 
Indianapolis, 46206, 

5. When they call or write, the schools will want to know the child's name 
a- nd approximate age, the paren t .Qr_Rua rdia n' s name and ad dress , a nd 
if possible, their phon e number . 

6. The schools don't want--and won't ask for--the name of the person 
giving the referral (unless, of course, it's the parent or guardian), and 
all information is strictly confidential. 

7. Once the Division of Special Education has a child's name, they will 
get in touch with the director or administrator of special education 
in the child* s area. ? 

8. That local director, or someone from the director's office, will then 
get in touch with the parents or. guardian; will talk with them about the 
child aha the child's needs, and may suggest a meeting to determine 
whether or not an evaluation is necessary. 

9. The point to all of this is to get the parents of special children together with 
the local schools. 

10. A second point to the project, though, is to give everyone a better 
idea of what special children and special education are all about-- 
because even if they don't have or don't know of a special child needing 
help now, someday they just might be in that position. 
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KEY QUESTIONS REGARDING THE SEARCH FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN 



(The following are basic questions asked about the project and are ones that 
might be suggested for use by an interviewer should the occasion arise. ) 

1. Question; Why is this whole project necessary? 

Answer; The government estimates that there are over 1 million special 
children throughout the country who a re in need of a special 
education but are not getting it. We don't even have a ball park 
estimate fcr Indiana, but we ca.n only assume a portion of these 
children '.r-e out there not receiving an education. 

2. Question ; Isn't it the parents' responsibility to see that their children are 

in school--and not the schools' responsibility to go looking for 
these children? 

Answer; If we could just wipe out the past history of special education and 
assume that every parent had all the information about the special^ 
education programs available, how they can benefit their child, 
what rights and protections have been set down in law, and knew 
just how to go about getting their child into the proper programs, 
then yes--the schools wouldn't have to take on a project like this. 
But we have every reason to believe that there are many parents 
in the state who don't knew this information and, in many cases, 
hold a lot of misconceptions about special education that we have 
an obligation to clear up. 

3. Quest! on ; What are some of these misconceptions? 

Answer: Some parents think their children arc too severely handicapped to 
benefit from any educational program. Some think they might 
benefit but don't know how to go about getting their children in a 
program. Some might have been turned away by the schools--or 
know of others who were turned away--prior to the time special 
education programs became mandatory. They don't know that the 
schools must provide programs now, and that if they don't have 
programs they must start them once they know of the children's 
needs. Still others fear the whole process: for one, there has 
been a real stigma attached to special education in the past., .and 
for another, they fear they arc going to be in an antagonistic 
situation the minute they talk with the schools. 

4. Question; Why is the searck for children ages 0 through 21 when the man- 

datory legislation only covers children 6 to 18? 

-more- 
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"Key Questions Regarding The Search For Special Children' 
Page Two 



Answer : The schools must provide programs for children 6 to 18 but the law 
allows for schools to provide prograrns for children as young as 
three and as old as 21. In the case of deaf children, the schools 
are allowed to have prograrp.s for children as young as 6 months. 
Not every school has programs for pre and post school children, 
but if they know there are children out there who could benefit. And 
in many cases, there are privately -funded programs and services 
available to these children. Finally, the schools want to know about 
these children so they can be planning for future programs and 
enrollment. 

5. Question; So not every child turned up in the search is going to automatically 
be offered a program? 

Answer ; If the need is determined for any school age child, yes, they will 
be offered a program- -they must be offered a program. But for 
pre- school and post-school, it just comes down to the fact that 
until the schools know about the child, there is absolutely nothing 
the schools can do. That's the key to the whole problem: there 
is absolutely nothing the schools xan do for the children unless 
they know who the children are and know their needs. 



-30- 
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TYPICAL QUESTIONS TO PREPARE FOR SHOULD THEY BE ASKED 

(The following are some of the key questions that have already come 
up in past presentations. They may never be asked of you or your 
volunteers, but you should prepare for them in any case. ) 

1. Question; Do you want to know about children who are in school but not 
getting an appropriate education? 



Answer: 



2. Question; 



Answer: 



The Search for Special Children is specifically looking for children 
not now in school because there has never been a procedure for 
doing this before. There are existing procedures covering the 
"iinderserved'* or '^inappropriately served" children. So while 
we can give information about these existing procedures, there is 
nothing we can do that a parent couldn^t do by contacting his local 
director of special education directly. 

We didn't feel the public school's program was any good for our 
child so we have him in private school. Do you want his name? 

Yes, we want this information. But, of course, as long as the 
school offers your child a program and follows the other proce- 
dures already set up to protect your child's rights, then there is 
little else they can do if you choose to send your child to a private 
school instead. 



3. Question: 



Answer: 



4. Question: 



I've got a child that isn't getting the right attention. We think he 
should be in one class, but the school thinks he should be'in an- 
other. What do we do? 

I can only address the Search project. I don't know all the back- 
ground of your child and am not in a position to really advise you 
on what to do. But if you'd like to get with me after the program, 
I'll be glad to talk with you some more on this. 

Let's say you find unserved children and there is no program 
available so you make funds available to the schools to start a 
program. What assurances do we have that the schools will start 
the program? 



Answer: 



5. Question: 
Answer: 



If the children are between 6 and 18 the schools must, by law, 
offer the children a program. And the number one funding prior- 
ity is to set up programs for children not in school. But we can't 
force funding on schools it's their right to decide on how a 
program will be set up. 

How much funding is available and where does it come from? 

I really can't speak for funding because I just don't have all the 
information on it, I do know that the state has some federal funds 
earmarked for new special education programs for unserved 
children, and that it includes funds for setting up such things as 



- more - 
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Typical Questions to Prepare for Should They Be Asked 
Page Two 

pre-school programs, too, if the schools wish to start such a 
program, 

6. Questioa : Is this a one-shot program or will you do it every year? And 

why is it being done on a state level instead of being done on a 
local level? Can't the local schools do this? I know that ARC 
did the same thing a few years ago? What ever happened to their 
program? 

Answer; You've raised a number of questions* Which one would you like 
nie to answer first? 

7. Question; Is this a one-shot program? 

Answer; We're setting up procedures now for an on-going referral system 
for future years. So while this is the only time weUl be having 
a full-blown Search project, we will hopefully have the problem 
solved so there is no need to have another Search in the future. 

8. Question; Here you are doing this big project to find unserved children 

while there are all kinds of kids now in school that aren't 
getting the right education? How do you justify that? 

Answer ; I am as well aware as anyone that not every child is getting the 
best possible special education, so I understand your concern. 
But even though we have a long way to go in some areas, we've 
come too far to let any child go without an education altogether. 
That's the big point of the project and the big priority. This 
one program can*t do everything. 

9. Question; If I have a child who is in school but not being served appropriately, 

do you mean to tell me we should take our child out of school al- 
together so that he can be classified as unserved and a new program 
can be developed for him? 

Answer; Even if you were to take your child out of school, the school is 
. still going to be offering that program. So to have your child 
reclassified as "unserved'^ wouldn't be of any use; you'd just be 
making more work for yourself in getting your child back into 
that same program. So no, I don't mean to tell you that at all. 
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HOW TO GET ADDED PRESS COVERAGE IN YOUR LOCAL AREA 

Oia April 1, Governor Bowen will announce the SEARCH FOR SPECIAL. CHILDREN 
project at a brief press conference in the House Chamber of the State Capitol 
Building, Indianapolis. Prior to this conference, we will be sending a general 
press announcement to all news media in the state for release on the hour of 
Governor Bowen's announcement (tentatively scheduled for 11:30 a.m.). In this 
way, all news media will have the story at the same time, regardless of whether 
or not they are able to attend the Indianapolis conference. 

In addition to this state-level effort, however, there are a number of ways to get 
added press coverage for the project at a local level after this April 1 kick-off. 

Special Children Feature Series. Copies of this five-part series are being supplied 
to you so that you can hand -deliver these to editors of newspapers in your area. 
Hand delivery is emphasized because of the obvious value to the project of having 
thsse articles appear in print. Each article has been carefully written to make a 
particular point about special education -- each in a light, non-technical way that 
should be of general interest to any paper^s readership. And each has been edited 
for accuracy and approved for distribution by the Division of Special Education. 

We request that you wait to contact newspapers with this series until the week of 
April 5 , to allow for some leeway from the time of the kick-off release. \Vlien 
you do make contact, we suggest you ask editors to consider the articles to run 
either as a five-day or five-week series. Please remember, though, that not 
every paper will be able to print the series particularly if their space is limited 
so we can only ask for their consideration, stressing the project^s importance but 
respecting their positions and their ultimate decisions on what can and is printed. 

Local stories of local interest . While the feature series gives general information 
of broad interest and without specific identification there are no doubt count- 
less local stories that cculd supplement the feature series and shed more light on 
special children and special education. 

Is there one particular special education program that you know of that specifically 
illustrates how far wc have come in serving special children? 

A particular child who has benefited from special education whose story might be 
told with parent consent? A parent of a special child with a positive statement to 
make that might benefit parents doubting the benefit of special education? 

Is there a school planning, or willing to plan, an open house for parents, friends, 
public and press so that the general public can get a closer look at what is being 
done in special education? 

Do you have something special planned in your area for getting tlie word out on the 
SEARCH that might in itself be newsworthy? 

- more - 
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.**How To Get Added Press Coverage In Your Local Area" 
Page Two 



Are there any school adnninistratcrs or special education directors or teachers vKj 
could possibly speak out and add new and unique support to the project? 

Are there any volunteer organizations or service groups who are making a special 
contribution to the project that could be recognized? 

You are in a position to know the stories or know the people who do — and you are 
in the best position to contact the press (radio, television or newspaper) whether 
you do it by handing over a prepared release or fact sheet, or by simply offering 
a possible story idea on which they might wish to follow through. 



Tor your reference, a sample release and a sample fact sheet are offered on 
the following pages. 
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The What> When, 'Who^ Where, Why and How of a News Release 

You don't have to be a Hemingway to write a good news release: just include the 
five W's and H above in a clear concise form. Make sure names are spelled correct 
ly, dateo and hours clearly given and location specifically defined e.g. Mrs. 
John Q. Marks, 500 N. Main St., 6:00 p.m. today (July 20). 

Submit your stories before the event and in ample time to meet paper deadlines. 
Type your release following the example in this kit which calls for release dates, 
names and phone numbers for the paper to call if there are questions. 

If you want a photograph, send a request with your news release and suggest ifleas 
for the picture. Follow up your request with a phone call. In order for the paper 
to schedule the photo and for you to set up the meeting, make your request at least 
two weeks before you want the picture used. 

Send your story to only one person at the paper. And if your activity is of maj^r 
interest and you hope for prominent publicity, send your release to only one p^p®^ 
and indicate that it is their C2cclusive stoi*y. If the activity involves mp^re tJ^n one 
release, you might decide to alternate: send the first release to one paper, the 
second to the other paper. 

No w that reminder; newoboys Nvould have a brol'tcu ba.ck ii ihft paporo printed all 
tbo material that crossed their desks. With their limits on space, editors must 
judge which news is most important or most interesting to their readers. So gear 
your expectationis to a realistic appraisal of the general news content of yoixr events 
It znight be helpful if, as you write your story, you put yourself in the place of the 
man sitting with his cup of coffee at the breakfast table reading the day's news 
what details of your activity would interest him, what would catch his attention? 

Sometimes it in hal.pfwl to prepare fact ahccto. This is true ifynu tm^o .&*zra'l2XK(r 
out several stories on the same event, if you are writing to a list oi papors, radio 
and tv stations asking for special coverage or if your information is lengthy or 
complicated. The fact sheet gives the busy editor a quick way to sec the whole 
story. It gives a reporter reference material as he writes his story. 

The main points to remember: be accurate with dates, names, places and all 
other vital information; be as brief as possible, but tell your complete story. 
Type your stories and either mail or deliver them to the proper person in time to 
give the papers or stations a chance to use the news to its best advantage (and to 
yours). 
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For: 



Indiana Dental Ascociation 
40Z Jefferson Building 
One Virginia Avenue 
Indianapolis r Indiana 46204 



Contact: 



Barbara Rafferty 
(317/632-6501) 
August 11, 1975 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 



FREE DENTAL INSPECTIONS TO BE OFFERED AT STATE FAIR 



The Indiana Dental Association's Council on Dental Health Education will 
once again team up with the Dental Division of the Indiana State Board of Health 
in offering free dental inspections at the Indiana State Fair, Aug, 

Over 1,500 children from around the state are expected to take advantage 
of the free inspections and view dental health displays in a new, walk-through 
mobile facility to be located directly across from Hook's 1890 Drug Store for 
the duration of the fair. 

The inspections will be provided by staff members of the State's dental 
division and by three Indiana Dental Association members, Dr, V/alter A, Crum, 
Richmond, member of the Council on Dental Health Education; Dr, James 
Vaught, Indianapolis, consultant to the council, and Dr, James R, Lindeman, 
India,napolis. Division staff member Dr, Victor H, Mercer will head this 
year's program, 

"The inspection is certainly no substitute for a thorough examination by a 
family dentist* " according to Dr, Mercer, "but through our screening process 
we will be able to identify dental problems and refer the children to their 
dentists when necessary, " 

Any child Ibetween the agestof 3 and 17 is eligible for the free inspection, 
which will be offered from 10 a,m, to noon and 1 to 5 p.m, daily. 
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Coordinator Kit 



SAMPLE FACT SHEET 



For: Indiana Dental Association 

402 Jefferson Building 
One Virginia Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 



Contact: Barbara Rafferty 
(317/632-6501) 
August 11, 1975 



FACT SHEET; FREE DENTAL INSPECTIONS AT STATE FAIR 

WHAT: Free dental inspections for children, ages 3-17, attending 197$ 
Indiana State Fair. 

WHEN: August 14 to 24. Daily from 10 a. m. to noon and 1 to 5 p. 

WHERE: State Fairgrounds. Directly across from Hook's 1890 Drug 
Store in a light, blue, walk-through mobile unit. 

V/KO: The Indiana Dental Association's Council on Dental Health 

Education will team with the Dental Division of the Indiana 
State Board of Health in offering tiie inspections. Division 
staff member Dr. Victor H. Mercer will head the program. 

The unit will be manned by members of the State's dental 
division and by Indiana Dental Association members including 
Dr. Walter A. Crum, Richmond, member of the Council on 
Dental Health Education; Dr. James E. Vaught, Indianapolis, 
consultant to the council, and Dr. James R. Lindeman, 
Indianapolis. 

More than 1,500 children are expected to receive inspections. 
While not intended to be a substitute for a thorough examination 
by a family dentist, the inspections will include identification of 
dental problem?, possible referral to a family dentist for 
immediate care, and dental care instruction for children and 
their parents. In addition, children will receive a balloon 
saying: "I've had a dental check-up. Have You? " 

WHY: Approximately 55 % of children participating in the program in 

past years have shown visible need -- even emergency need 
for treatment. In view of this, participating organizations 
wish to promote continued regular attention to dental care. 



52 



Search for Special Children Film Ttext 



VIDED 



VAN DYKE IN CASUAL 
CimHING WALKING 
DOWN STREET Qp 
HOUSES, PANTOMINE 
PLAYING FLUTE 



Van dyke adviost 
Does a LnrLE jig. 



CU: VAN DYKE OPENING A 
DOOR. CUT TO: HAPPY 
CHILD IN WHEELCHAIR 
SMILES, WAVES. 



VAN DYKE WALKING OVER 
A HILL. 



VAN DYKE STOPS WALKING, 
STANDS STILL TALKIN3 
SERIOUSLY TO CAMERA. 



Search to Special 
(ahildienFilmText 



AUDIO 



MUSIC: IN BACKGROUND, WITH FLUTE SUGGESTED LYRIC: 
••Indiana's children, search for the special children, special 
little children, come to us. If we can find you, we can 
help you. We're searching for you, searching for the children, 
Indiana's special children, ccxne to us." 
MR. VAN DYKE ON CAMERA: 

If I were the pled piper, I'd stroll the streets and towns 
of Indiana and charm all the handicapped children - the 
special children - Into school. I'd stop at every door and 
knock and say "Any special children here? Come on to school!" 
and off we'd go. 
MUSIC: LYRIC 

"Hey little boy. Hey little girl. .You can go to school." 
VAN DYKE: 

But It's not going to be that easy. It'll take your help. 
There are handicapped children all over Indiana who aren't 
getting an education. And every Indiana child has the right 
to a free public education. Even a special child with the 
most severe handicaps. 
VOICE OVER: 

It's true in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Evansvllle, Terre Haute, 
South Bend and Indianapolis. All over Indiana, 10 to 
12^ of our children need special education services. 
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. CUT TO VAN DYKE ENTER- 
ING OID FASHIONED 
ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE 



OLD-TIME SCHOOL- 
TEACHER TEACHING 
CLASS. 



PAN LEGISLATIVE HALL, 
EMPTY. 



VAN DYKE: 

Remember the one-room schoolhouse where every child in 
every^ grade was lunped together? 
(VOICE OVER) 

All right 5 children. We're going to get right to our 
learning this morning. Now let's get right to our proverb. 
Wisdom is better than riches. Now let's go on to the 
arithmetic. And now Jenny , I know this is a little harder 
for you, but you try to keep up with the other scholars. 
"Twice one are two, this book is something new. Twice two 
are ..." 

VAN DYKE (VOICE OVER) 

Indiana's mandatory special education services act became 
effective in 1973 as interpreted under Rule S-1. A rule 
T/*iich, first of all, defined the special child, the handi- 
capped child, as one who because of mental or physical disa- 
bility isn't capable of being educated properly through normal 
classroon instrniction, but who may be expected to benefit 
from instrniction through a special education program. And 
it also sets forth the responsibilities of the schools. 
And sets forth the rights and protections afforded to parents 
of special children. The gpal of the law? To bring the 
special child back into society. To help him become a pro- 
ductive, contributing and self-sustaining adult with a sense 
of personal satisfaction and worth. 
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Search for Special Children Film Text 



VAN DYKE IN PARK 



CHILDREN PLAYING IN 
PLAYGROUND- 



SLOW MOTION, CHILD 
PLAYING, RITOIING, 
SWINGING 



YOUNG WOMAN WITH 
HUSBAND HOLDING 
HER HAND, BABY IN 
HER ARMS, HOSPITAL 
ROOM AND BED. 



MOTHER CARRYING BABY 
IN ARMS. 



VAN DYKE ON CAMERA: 

Rule S-1 achieved a wonderful thing. It brought the special 
child Into the schools vd.th the rest of the kids . . The 
most stimulating environment on earth. 
VOICE OVER: 

It's seldom necessary for a special Indiana child to stay 
at home or be institutionalized. 
MUSIC, SUGGESTED LYRIC: 

Searching for the children. Searching for the special child- 
ren. Special little children come to us. If we can find you 
we can help you. We're searching for you, searching for the 
children. Searching for the very special children. Special 
little children cane to us, 
VAN DYKE, VOICE OVER: 

Up to 3^ of the babies bom in Indiana are special. That's 
almost 2000 bom a year with an obvious handicap. And a much 
greater percentage have handicaps that show up later. 
VAN DYKE, VOICE OVER: 

The most important thing parents of handicapped children can 
do is to tell the school, as soon as they learn their 
children are special. The sooner the schools learn the 
children's needs, the sooner they'll be able to plan special 
programs for them. In some cases, a special child may need pre- 
school help. Most parents of special children wish with all 
their hearts for help yet they haven't contacted the schools- 
They may be afraid their child is too severely handicapped - 
yet special education programs have proved that every child 
can learn something. Ihey may be afraid to expose their child 
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to ridicule and failure. They may have tried and been re- 
buffed by a backward school. 
TEACHER WITH YOUNG CHILD. TEACPER., ON CAMERA AND VOICE OVER: 

When we first saw Susie , Susie was very tense , very tight. 

She couldn't move her muscles at all voluntarily except in 

very extreme kinds of projection-type movements. She had no 
head control whatsoever Now we're getting Susie to the 
point through exercising tvace a day. Getting that little 
head up. Get your head up, Susie. Getting her in a crawling 
position. Helping her to feel just what's involved in getting 
her to crawl. And hopefully so that one day Susie will one day 
be able to at least bear her own weight and possibly sit up 
in a chair. Susie has progressed a great deal. She's now able 
to drink her milk out of a straw. When we first saw her she 
was unable to drink other than by our squeezing milk into her 
mouth. We had to feed her and help stimulate chewing. She 
couldn't chew at all. Now she is developing the skill to 
chew. And she's come a long, long way. 
MAN, ON CAMERA AND VOICE OVER: 

Our Karen is special. We were told by some people she was 
too handicapped to be helped. But we couldn't just give up 
on her. We finally found that there are special teachers and 
programs she can benefit from. She's both physically handi- 
capped and retarded - but the day she first held her head up 
by herself - we celebrated. ■ 
MOO^HER ON CAMERA: 

We didn't know anything about the special education program. 
But when we did some invest igating^ we found out how protected 
we are^ and how protected our special child is ^ by Indiana law. 



MAN LOOKING AT 
PICTURE OP WIPE 
AND CHILD. 



MOTHER LOOKING OUT DOOR 



FRIC 



55 



56 



Search for Special CJilldren Film Text 



LUTLE BOY RUNS 
UP AM) INSIDE HOUSE 
WITH SCHOOLPAPERS. 
MOTHER PICKS HIM UP 
•;^AND HUGS -HIM. 

ACTION-FREEZE FRAMES 
OF HANDICAPPED CHILDREN 
IN ACTION. LITHE GIRL 
IN WHEELCHAIR PUSHES 
LEVER, CLOWN POPS UP, 
FREEZE. OLDER BOY 
WRITES CORRECT 
SUM ON BOARD, TEACHER 
NODS, FREEZE ON HIS 
DELIGHTED FACE. AND 
SO ON. 



SHOT OF JIMMY PULLING 
WAGON CARRYING OTHER 
CHILD. 



They can't test him without our permission - they must 
re-evaluate him every year in a conference with specialists 
and school administrators and teachers - And we have the right 
to agree or disagree on any special programming. 

VAN DYKE, VOICE OVER: 

Special education is not regular education watered down. 
It consists of methods and programs and teaching technlquc.v^ 
developed to meet each child's needs and abilities. The special 
child, like every child, has to g^t along in the world some- 
day. And the earlier he starts, the better he'll be at it. 
No matter what his limitations he has the right to be the best 
he can be. To live up to his potential. Special education 
programs and services are available now through local Indiana 
school corporations. But we have to find the missing chil- 
dren-., the physically handicapped, mentally handicapped, 
multiply handicapped children. Children with visual and 
Clearing disabilities, cHildren who are neurologlcally Inpalred 
or eniotionally disturbed. No matter how severe their handi- 
caps, they can learn. They have a right .to learn. And 
Indiana wants to give them that opportunity to learn. 
Who can judge the potential of a cMld? Like Jimniy. He's 
one of the lucky ones. He's been in a special education pro- 
gram since he was 7. When he came to school, he had to be 
pulled around the school grounds like a helpless baby, in 
a wagon. Now he's the one who pulls the wagon. Special 
teachers helped him every inch of the way. And he goes a little 
further every day. 
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VAN DYKE AT SCHOOL 
DOOR, OPENING IT. 



SCENES OP TEACHERS 
HELPING CHILDREN. 



TRANSITIONAL SCENE. 



STUDENT IN WHEEL- 
CHAIR, ASSISTED BY 
TEACHER. 



ERIC 



VAN DYKE ON CAMEF?A: 

Talk about special teachers . 

TEACHER VOICE OVER: 

All right. Let's get ready for our mittens poem. Thumb in 
• the thumb place. Fingers all together. This is the song we~ " 
sing in mitten weather. When it's cold outside, it doesn't 

matter whether " 

VAN DYKE, VOICE OVER: 

Teachers like that, with their hard-earned skills. Incurable 

optimism and infinite patience — are making special education 

work in Indiana. Every year the number of trained special 

education teachers and para professionals grows. 

VAN DYKE, ON CAMERA: 

Look what special education can do. 

TEACHER: 

This classroom shows what can happen when even severely re- 
tarded children are in a special education program from the 
beginning. No, they can't read. They don't need to read - 
they need to be able to recognize the word "Danger." That 
can save their lives someday. They've also learned to make 
change, do simple sums - and be proud. 
TEACHER VOICE OVER: 

Susie was a normal teenager until three years ago when 
suddenly she was afflicted with a disease and was left com- 
pletely paralyzed from the neck down. Since she's been here 
she's learned to feed herself, she's learned to use an electric 
typewriter to type her classroom work. She's even learned to 
turn pages in books so she doesn't need as much help from other 
students and from the classroom teachers. 
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VAN DYKE, CLOSINCt VAN DYKE, ON CAMERA: 

. A CLASSROOM DOOR ':: 
BEHIND HIM. Special children grow up. Leave school. That's why it's 

inportant that they learn just as much as they can learn. 

INTERVIEW WITH HANDICAPPED ADULT, ON CAMERA, AND VOICE OVER: 

GROWN UP HANDICAPPED 

—PERSON WHO NOW HAS JOB. Pm a janitor. I do the : cleanup wherever they ask me to clean- 
up. I can work any part of that belt. If they don't want me 
on the belt, they can put me on unloading or this other stuff 
they want me to do. I like the forklift. I like it real 
well. I think it's a wonderful thing to know that you can do 
other things. I'm handicapped. I go every day over to the 
school for education. I like the work. I like the way they 
treat me. I figure, well I've got a good job here so why 
not stay with them longer, too. 

GIL BLITON IN VAN DYKE, VOICE OVER: 

CLASSROOM. 

Meet Gil Bliton, Indiana's Director of Special Education. 
GIL: 

Of course, we need more programs and more schools in Indiana. 
We need more teachers, and better services for the children 
now in special education programs. But most inportant ly at 
this time, the schools need to know where the special children 
are, so they can plan for them. 

We can be proud of Indiana's progress in special education. 

But it couldn't be happening without the support of public 

officials like Dr. Harold Negley, State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, and, of course. Governor Bowen. 

GOVERNOR BOWEN, GOVERNOR BOWEN: 

IN HIS OFFICE WITH 

DR. NEGLEY - Well, Dr. Negley, special education is one of our most 

urgent priorities. 
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VAN DYKE ON PLAYGROUND 
KNEELING DOWN, TALKING 
TO A COUPLE OF CHILDREN. 
AS HE REFERS TO EACH ONE, 
TOUSLES HIS HAIR, OR 
TOUCHES HER. 



ACTION CONTINUES 



DR. NEGLEY: 

And Governor, we^re searching for the special children. 
. VAN DYKE, VOICE OVER: 
Officials like that. A responsible governor, an action-minded 
superintendent of education, a dedicated director — They're 
making special education work in Indiana. 
VAN DYKE ON CAMEFIA: 

It all comes back to the children. Danny has epilepsy. There 
was a time when epileptics were considered hopelessly insane. 
Pretty Marie is deaf. Once the deaf were considered dumb. 
We have come so far in our understanding of the special child - 
and in our willingness to serve his special needs. At last, 
weVe learned that learning can be broken down into the smallest 
units - so that a special child may begin to understand, and 
build on his learning. And grow up with a sense of personal 
worth - in many cases become a self-sustaining adult, with a 
full life. 

We have learned to teach. 

With the profoundly and severely retarded, physically handi- 
capped, neurologically impaired, emotionally disturbed — 
we have accomplished what would seem like miracles to that 
school teacher of long-ago. We've come so far - who l<nows 
how far we will go. Who can say where our new discoveries will 
take us - how far our ability to educate the special child 
will go? What we yet may learn, ana what seeming miracles 
we may still accorrplish? We don't know. We can't promise. 
But we do know this. Today, Indiana's special children have 
a chance. 
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OUT TO VAN DYKE 

IN SHADOWS, WALKING. 



-TURNS CORNER 
SUNLIGHT. MCU 



LONG SHOT TO REVEAL 
SUPER 800-382-2046 
VAN DYKE IS FOLLOWED 
BY CHILDREN LEADING 
THEM UP STREET. 



Somewhere a child waits. In the darkness of his disabilities. 
Waits without knowing he's waiting — to be found. Helped. 
Taught. Let's don't miss him. Don't let him wait any longer. 
Let's search for him and find him. 

Join lndlana's-Search for Special Children. If you have, or 
know of, a special child not now receiving an education, please 
call this nunijer. If we can find him we can help him. 
MUSIC: LYRIC 

Searching for the children. Searching for the special 
children. Special little children come to us. If we can find 
you we can help you. We're searching for you, seai'chlng for 
the children. Searching for the very special children. 
Special little children come to us. 
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IladioAnii0uiu»ineiite 



MUSIC: Vocal open: "Searching for the children." 

ANNCR: The children are missing. The special children with 

the nost-severe-handicaps 7 physical ji mental^^ o 

They have a legal right to a free public education. A special 
education Indiana can provide. If you have or know of a 
handicapped child not now receiving an education^ please 
call toll-free 800-382-2046, or write Box 1946, Indianapolis. 



30 Second MUSIC: Vocal open: "Searching for the children, searching 

Announcer #2 for the special little children, special little children, 

cone to us. 

ANNCR: Join Indiana's Search for Special Children. If you 
have or know of a handicapped child not now receiving an 
education, please call toll-free 800-382-2046, or write 
Box 1946, Indianapolis. 



60 Second MUSIC: "Search for the Special Children" - 12" vocal intro. 

Announcer #3 

ANNCR: Indiana can take care of her children. All of them. 
Even the special ones with physical or mental handicaps - 
no matter how severe their handicaps may be. Indiana- has 
free special education programs for those children. But 
first we have to find them. Join Indiana's Search for 
Special Children. If you have, or know of, a special child 
not now receiving an education, please call toll-free 1-800- 
382-2046. Or write Box 1946, Indianapolis. 
If we can find them, we can help them. 

MUSIC: 12" vocal close. 
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Television Public Service Announcement 



lelevisini Public 
Service Amuninoement 



30 SECOND TV 
COMMERCIAL 
"MARCHING CHILDREN" 





1-800-382-2046 
BOX 1946/jNDI ANAPOUS 



MUSIC: In background. 

There are handicapped children all over Indiana who aren't 
getting an education. And every Indiana child has the right 
to free public education. Even a special child with the most 
severe handicaps. If you have, or know of^ a special child 
who Is not now receiving an education, call this number. 
Join Indiana's Search for Special Children. 

MUSIC: Up for vocal. 
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Indiana Department of Public Instruction 
Harold H. Negley, State Superintendent 
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Children with handicaps are 
entitJed to free educations, too. 

If you know of a special child 
up to 2 1 not now enrolled, 
please let us know. 

Call 800-382-2046 or write Box 
1946. Indianapolis 46206. 
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Somewhere 
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Baient Handbook 



Ei*iy chJd In tJw Slew of Indwfw Ha* a 
"S^E to J ttk'v pubtic cducinon - j tpvcuil 
child with ihc n¥?»t Stfvsftf handicap Thi* rwjht 

citf.iriy c^tibtutwd by law.- iii Induinrt'* 
Stwcwl EduiJtto*) Senve* Act oi l%y 

Tlx' Liw h«i» pttMiJ th*" way tor cj^jarmon oJ 
pTogrjm* fwf children at as o«av 

eppi(uchc» lo ip«:a.il ^iuc.iiion throughoui ihrf 
*tit*? It K>» put IfklujjM in J (or bcncf po*tnon 
to xiw »p*cmI t-hildtcn :h.in wvr b«fon! 

Ri^ls Attf oi Mm umt. ihough. unlcii tb<y 
diir aidclv krK»*ti and undmiood, And progiamf 
for ipvc\al ch>ldt«m .ui- o< linl< uvf un«»« voo. 
rti d p.u«!nt, gu.irduin or hufid ol S^^j-M child, 
knw ttu» thiTK pfoi^iflnH avnilibU! or can 
rrud^ iivaJdblt! to twrv child 
Th» bi.»kl4'i Cdtinol hiMjin :i} ,in>vM,>r cwry 
i;utf>tio[i-~il Crtn i tp«rl) out *rv\Ty policy amj 
practjci: dff«Ung ihc ,>duait>or» oi chiUurn 
today. We do hope it will pfOMd« j Imhc 
undintAndir><] oi «pvciil tfduC4txxi. hwwvr. 
jnd dift-Cl y«u to Sources ahi?t«! v«xj can g«| 
morir anwtvt*. 'of mc'w corm loo i^t >n tp^oal 
t^ducauon to mlw out on «i\wg jr>v child 
ihrouyh {.ick oi comn^unkanort 



Who is eligible for special 
education sen/Ices? 

^Ml childti-n vklto <3tv fiot c.ipahio ol tvi^n 
properly «ducnl«Hj thrumjh rHinrwiI clj«>rix>rn 
in>tnictx)n b».>c.w>f of phv^ical. i>mni>onal or 
m«'fiul diwbUir; are olxjiblo for f{x>cu>l otlucatton 
prtyrfln« «xpt!Ctvd to futthi.'r tiK'ir vduvatioivtl. 
MXldl or oconomc swu* 

For ipccul children botv^wn tho ^qn ni siK 
and IH. ttve M.h'x^b <jie dofinitoiy roiuiri'd lo 
provide progidim. Fot children youtvjcr than tix 
or older ih«jn l.H. th\; v-hcM,>{> .iru fKT»»iiJtrt< to 
pTOv>Jo pri)»jratirt btii art nol iC()Ultod lo do v> 
Aiui thr* ■*p»*nni«iv*^"' progtk^FntniiK} C)(trnd\ lo 
atji' >ix mottthi m tho >p«>ciAl caw ol dv.il childa'n. 



What are these special 
education services? 

Todny ih»Ti.' nK 40 nx" a+u* hi'lk-w "iptfortl 
education" a wmpty rvtjubr t'ducation "M>i«>red 
down." In fact. s;x>cial i'duotion conw>tj ol 
mvihodf aiid ptoyrami and i«'achin<j i«'ctin)qui'> 
deMlop(.>d to mtrwt y^ch child'^ particular ne^M^ 
<ind abtlilirt 

The**; proiiraim fot tp^'Cial childr«>tl aie btohen 
doM-n into iha IoIWumj u'fmt'd lu as 

"txCiTJIJonflUfi'" ateiti. 
Ntultiply Har»dKapp«'a 
>Hc.in.Tg Impwiretl 

NeiiraloijicAlly linFMirvd/Learrur)^ Oi»>^«hJ 

Exlucablf Menially Retard.-d 

Trainable MvntaHv Rriiardt-d 

Severely/ Prof oufxUv .M.-nially Hjtard.-d 

Visually l-{attdK:a|)p>^ 

Emoi>on.iilv> Dittuibod 

Phviicallv HandKjpt>od 

Coinmunicatioti Haixiicipped— <p%-cch. 1<iik}u.>i}^>. 
heanng 



Are all these programs taught 
In a special cla ss roo m? 

Juit AS ihere ate dilfeifni "e^ceptionatiiv" 
area*, ihere are many diffeieni ineihnd» of 
inntiutfwn thai can nK-d so tlwt all children 
get an appropiiflic edua^itot). TTvir I*. ln«iruction 
th.« doe* noi restrict child i^ti In ihetr leaniin<j 
opportuiitnci-in«ructw>n thai a ipmatin meeting 
.'.-ich ch)W'5 %f>fctal educa1ion.1l need* 

Sorre civildren inav >]vr>d all ol ihoir tifiu' m 
a »pccial riasv v*htle otiten may «tx'nd only part 
ol their tjme in a »pec<al clai* arid <pend ihe t«i 
in reyulai dAsirwom ifi»mJCtlon Still othpr> may 
be placed in a legular cUii. leceMiy ipeolal 
tn^tnjciion vn a p^-riodic b.^***, u4)ile soine inay 
receive in»tn»ci(on el home or at it residenital 
^hoot. 



Where doan a parent of a 
school-age child begin in 
finding special placement? 

Parenli belwving llwtr children ini^ht requia- 
«p\>ctal «\iucaiion »ervice> should contact the 
Kh<y>l\ dwector or admmistrvtoT of iprciat 
educooon. (A tj»i of director* a provided on 
pay* 7 ol thrt bookie 1) Parent* may make 
contact In pcnon or inay uwh 10 w-nte ib« director 
a lener In eiilwt caw. the clnectc« mAW vwnt to 
iitVM,- ilw child * namf, birth dale, uddn-w. an;l 
home Khool corporatwn Wlihoui tha 
inlormation. the ichofj* can do nothlna. 

What about parents of pre* 
school or post-school age 
children? 

A» rtwntioned earlier, >chuoh are only required 
lo provide jenicc) to childien beiuwii the ftyet 
of 6 and \H Thai doe* not neceiwrlV menn. 
hourwf . i*iat ih\'Tc arc no senic«*3 atnttabte 
to pr^tc/ioo/ or post u:hool C>iiidmt or that n<rw 
scn^ctrs can't 6p detJeA^peJ for ttime children. 



I** vhooli hrVM- who aiKl 
f « rt not)un<} tlie/ can do 
im« rule applivv thtfn: 
dituctof or adtnim^traior ol 

haw a pfoyram or rrvry b** 
the Jeaii. ih^-y be abk" to 
ler agencV* who provide 
wrwe* 10 rhew chiWien. 
ijoh want tLt ^rvMj oioul 
/mm 0 Jl *o ihat iht-y 
J of pLinntf>y <Ot hituie 
I educilton prmjratnt 



1 parents play in 
I's education? 

SouJd play a by role irt ilie 
ffrtal .Thildten In fact, Indiana 
parents* tt^ts to inv^>KvTTieni 
«nt childreiVt etiuration but 
juire* p,)rt>nt tnv<iJvvTT»«it 

on a> a parent intofmt th*; 
ec».jl needi the tchcoi i.» 
nining a prnot'r educatioruil 

Thn Mill tetttiltx an emen^iw 
' liny ipvi t>f examination* 
o any child, the pnrtfnt mu*t 

•jrkv wntten p^tmi^'MMi It 
e con(L>rence (a conference 

revvw each chiM't. prTj<ir»;M| 
newdt and rec«>Tnm<'iid 
nl\ Kiw (he rvjhl tu he pan 
e Committee 
»»l ^up*n1nlerK1el1t tnuJt 

devnJ>«Twj tU*f pr'Kjrani 
III arid the n*as<^t>» <* hy the 
i{ ATitten ,Mrcen-,ent fnim 
n, K*fin*> Mm? child can N» 



What if a parent disagrees with 
the school's recommendations? 



If (MiiVils haw any qutiDont aSxit ihi' 
plaCenH'nl tecomirK'ncJ.'d by I tie ith4»l 
>u{X'nnIi.>ndent. their lir>i *tep vhould be to Ci>nsu1t 
with the Coorditviiar of th*- ai>e conf^^rence 
committee, wih the dtiectot oi '.pi^vhit educitifiii 
ot wilh the local *tit)^' t in Ir indent 

If. .liter add1lK1n.1l d,-viivwn. hixkev*'r. 
di«.i^rt.'.rinerit jwTSisl* ptiiunis how the t>3lif to 
J J) peal tJie rmimtnei^ativ.n ol I he cjve Corif>'tenci> 
Cfuninitl'V ,mkI rei^ni'vi a h.f.inrxj Thi* Cati U> 
d«Mie by wntitui to ihe hk.iI «upen;iteiuleiit 
,»nd .-wjiii-Min^ a he iiir.j h<>fori> ,in independent 
(w.«nrv} .jUicr Thi? tiffn\'t v.ill >v appoinied by 
the Stale SiipenniemleM ,)t Public lottruirtiim 



Why all the emphasis on 
legalities? 

W" w rotiH- a Iiiif j »*,>v in fitir ut^erMandint) 
of tfn- needs of IfHlutw s .|h,-cuiI fhtWren And 
«*e'v».' C'JitK" a IjJti'J uiiv ;h pfuvidtn*^ *olld 
itlut-aiii^tial pro;r.iiiis loi ifiese childr.'i But the 
rtnttcy Iff tpa'Ciai eiiur.i!iOTi ihnHjqhiKil th«' 
«o»J"'n, t* vii( h ffi.it a«- w hoJ to corrw .1 "ing 
uviv Hptfial ph.i<Sn-ii m ln.lr^ .ve.it Kxl S-i-n (ot 
><;> !<)n<j n«'k]lecie<i 

jn n^<,Nt caw* tt^l.ty. the \*\}n\ ajp»,>t:tH ol 
vdiiCiithiri iH-v^'r ri'^-d ent^-r .ixUt tlio prtivxfinij 
n' tit(»^t.itns t,jr >|xci.il thildreii Imkina sthi^iis 
ate ti-adv uiih sfxcul [iif.«iT.inis rtiki l.'.iclK'rv 
^vrtst.-piil iht'«*.,v 

WW|.' lh.'Te i» a qlle^tl■^n of .» stvCvil itiild's 
n .1 tp»t ui! fdw 



vf. ih.? 



Kintt a 



.llftjl 



a*e ttvtv Aim! aie tyit ttx-r.- >j 
II u'<tit>ceivir; ■ hiKtle ' tn jiittetili. tU,-,- 
I idMJie iImI ^T,rrv ipecuil C!ii«l i'«)ii« .itn >tvji 
i-edi .lie mer 



!fu-t. 



Directors of Special Education 




t><nv' 1^ if^Ml La... 

..■I'JIKWi.lttl 

rilur<l<^ C.V 
U'r»(nli..'JS! 

r. r> Ts^i>M J Krt, 



trim. >.f«.<l(.- 
t>idfC>Wh..- 
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SsonpleNewspai^ 



'Special children' object of search 



/ By Larry Mandt 
"Special^ Children** are those with 
mental and physical handicaps. By law 
local school corporations must provide 
educational services for all handicapped 
children {between the ages of six and 
eighteen,/ regardless of the severity of 
their handicap. 

In this community there are school ^aged 
special children who are not being 
educated by our schools, there are special 
babies who need pre-school help", and 
there are 18 to 21 year olds who face 
adulthood needing special help. Where are 
they? How can they be found? 

Governor Bowen has proclaimed the 
week April 4-10, 1976, the Search for 
Special Children Week, in response to the 
spring campaign, the Search for Special 
Children, being mounted by the slate 
Department of Public Instruction. The 
purpose of the researeh is. to obtain the 
names of all special children in Indiana 
between the ages of 0 and 21 who are not 
now in school getting the benefits of a free 
public education. 

Let Schools Know - 
Anyone having, or knowing of, a special 
child not in school can help by either 
calling or writing to let he schools know 
who the child is. When people call or write 
with this information, the schools will 
want to know the child's name and'ap- 
proximate age, the parent or guardian's 
name and address, and if possible, their 
phone number. 

' Once the Division 5^- .ial Education 
has a child's name, t,.v,% '...n get in touch 
with the director oi- : iministrator of 
special education in the child's area. That 
local director, or someone from the 
director's office, will then get in touch 
with the parents or guardian, will talk 
with ihem about the child and the child's 




needs, and may suggest a meeting to 
determine whether 'an evaluation is 
necessary. The point to all of this is to get 
the parents of special children together 
with the local schools. 

Public Information Needed 
Joseph Kernan, working out of the 
Northern Regional Service Center of the 
State Department of Public Instruction, is 
co-ordinating the joint search of St. 
Joseph and Elkhart counties. 

As part of the search, the Division of- 
Special Education hopes to clear up many 
misconceptions about special children, to 
open the channels of communication 
between parents and special educators, 
and to facilitate efforts to locate unserved 



Children with handicaps are 
entitled to hee educations, too. 

If you know of a special child 
up to 21 not now enrolled, 
please let us know. 

Call 800-382-2046 or write Box 
"946. Indianapolis 46206. 



special children in the area, through an 
extensive public information campaign. 
Film Available 
One of the ways of publicizing the needs 
of special children is through a 15 minutes 
film starring comedian Dick Van Dyke 
The film is available to individuals or 
groups, free of charge. Persons interested 
in viewing the film can contact Mr. 
Kernan at 289-7904. Mr. Kenian also has 
i nformatio n about the a vail;.v.'} ji-f.y of 
speakers and printed materkVi the 
subject. 

Interested persons may iilso call toll 
free 800-382-2046 for more information, or 
they may write to Search ijpecial 
Children, P.O. Box 1946, India;^Qpolis IN 
32046. 
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Governor, Negley Launch 
Search For ^Special Child' 



INDIANAPOLIS cUPI) - A 
statewide search for the 
.special child" w^s launcR^d 
Thursday by Gqv Otis R 
Bowen and state School Supl 
Harold Ne^?ley 

A ceremujiy in the Indiana 
Hdusl oi Representatives 
marked upenmg ot the two- 
iTionth search tor handicapped 
children who are not enrolled in 
public education programs 
Bow en a family physician, 
commented that the special 
child IS recoj^nized as a child 
who because ol physical and- 
or mental disabiliiy is 
incapable of being educated 
properlv andelTinemly ihi-<jugh 
normal classroom instruction " 
• But with the advantage of a 
special educational program, 
the • y^necial child ma> be 
expected lo benefit from 
instruction in surroundings de- 
signed If) further the educa- 
tional, social and-or economic 
status of the child.** the 
governor said Kvei-y special 
child residing in the state has 
the right to a free public school 
education meeting his special 
needs— regardless of the seven- 
ty ol the child's handicap It is 
unconscionable that some of our 
childivn are still missing out on 
those oppi^rt unit ICS. *** 

**We .ire searctiin;" for the 
special children.** Ne.aley said. 
**The"'t}hysicalIy handicapped, 
mental!) handicapped, multiple 
handicapped childi^n. children 
with visual and heann^i 
disabilines. those who are 
neurologically impaired or 
emotionaily disturbed.** 

Negley said volunteer work- 



ers will join with his depart- 
ment staff in the search m all 92 
counnes A film, speakers 
bureau and hteratui-e have been 
prepared as tools to be used in 
?He search In addition, a toll- 
tree telephone number and a 
post office box have been 



established so anyone can call 
or write either to ask for 
information or to volunteer the 
name of a handicapped child not 
in school 

The telephone number is 800- 
382-2046 The mailing address is 
Box I94H. Indianapolm 4H206 
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4 Tues., Mar. 30, 1976 



News-Times, Hartford City, 




Mayor opens 
''Search" 
program 



THE LOCAL SE/ 
campaign was kic 
proclamation signed 
Mayor Keith Rees. 
Carol Turley (left) 
Marwin Horrom 
proclamation. The 2- 
identifying youngste 
and beginning them < 
story, page one. — ( 
Combs.) 
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or RohL?Rr n '^"Tn o^"' Loogootee Schools; Mrs. Maxine Huebner. Martin County ( 
,r.hSr ^ TrvM '^""'^'d Gucnthcr. Superintendent of Shoals Schools, discuss plans f( 
iai Education ' 'P""''"''^'' ''^ '""iana Department of Public Instruction 

[axine Huebner Heads Search Prog 



pernor Otis R. Bowcn an- 
:cd April 1 the beginning of a 
lonth state-wide seareh for 
capped children not now 
ed in public education pro- 
At the same time, he 
imed April 4-10 as "Search 
pecial Childr?:»n Week" in 
a. 

oll-free exchange, 800-382- 
has been established so that 
: having, or knowing of, a 
apped ehild not now in 

may refer the child or 
t more information about 

education. A post office 
3x 1946. Indianapolis, 46206. 
o been established. 
■ the child has been 
ed, his needs will be 
ed so that the schools may 



offer an appropriate educational 
program. 

In n.aking the announcement. 
Governor Bowen noted the pro- 
gress Indiana schools have 
achieved in expanding and improv- 
ing services to the physically, 
mentally and emotionally handi- 
capped children. In view of this, he 
said "it is unconscionable that 
some of our children are still 
missing out on these oppor- 
lunities." 

According to Dr. Harold Negley. 
Slate superintendent of public 
instruction, the search will be lead 
by staff and volunteer workers in 
every county of the state. They will 
distribute literature, arrange for 
film and speaking programs and 
provide local citizens with project 



details. 

The Martin County 
is Maxine Huebner 
Loogootee. With the a 
help of the Indiana Dc 
Public ItTitruclion. Mi 
urges any organizatii 
school function to tak< 
of a free speaker/fili 
This unique film star 
Dyke in a presentation 
Indiana special childre 
is being done so that e 
child can live up to hi 
gain a sense of persona 
enjoy a full and mcanir 

Any person or organ 
would like more inform 
the film or the Search Pr 
contact Mrs. Huebner a 
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Improve educatio n 



New techniques help 
the learning disabled 



Sarah sees, hears, thinks and speaks like any other 
first grader. You'd never know she is a special child 
with a learning disability. 

vSarah's teacher knows, though, because she tried to 
teach Sarah how to read and did not have the success 
she expected. 

"Sarah is a very bright little girl." her teacher 
states, "but even now — in the first grade — we can see 
that she's got a specific learning disability and needs 
special attention." 

Sarah's reading problem is basically caused from an 
inability to interpret printed symbols on a page. For 
Sarah, this means it is very difficult to interpret most 
reading material. Many other children with learning 
disabilities exhibit dysfunctions in areas such as 
arithmetic, language, perception and nw)tor develop- 
ment 

Only recently have special educators begun to develop 
teaching techniques to effectively meet the needs of the 
learning disabled. As these techniques are developed, 
though, they promise to benefit all children — not just 
the special children. 

According to Sarah's teacher, "When you get right 
down to it, special education isn't apart from education. 
. It's a part of education. The technique of teaching 
children by breaking classes down into smaller groups, 
for instance applies equally to all educational pro- 
grams." ' » 

"Resource programs" are used in special education 
instruction so that children may be pulled out from the 
classroom to learn special skills according to their 
special needs. This technique, too, applies equally to 
the "regular" instruction. 

Another concept still in the development stage, is that 
of providing the least restrictive educational alternative 
to handicapped children. When appropriate, handi- 
capped children are placed into regular classes. The 
amount of time they are in these classes varies with 
each child. For some H could be an hour a day; for 
others a half day. In any case, each child is exposed to 
a^ different educational environment based on the 
individual's abilities and potential to benefit from the 
environment. This might equally apply to non-special 
educational programming, so that a child might be 
placed into an outside working environment or college- 
level study for a portion of the day. 

These and other techniques and trends are being 
developed and tested in an effort to improve not only 
special education but all education. And already, they 
are yielding results throughout Indiana's public 
schools. 




Majoy Intelligent children have problems learning 
because (hey have a specific learning disability and 
need special indlvldaal attention. Here a teacher at 
Gamett School in Gary helps Kathleen Ershlch with a 
reading problem. Recently developed teaching tech- 
niqaes are meeting the needs of many learning 
disabilitcs. whether in the areas of reading, arithmetic, 
language, perception or motor development. If you 
know of a child not now receiving an edncation hecanse 
•f a learning disability or any other handicap, the 
Indiana Department of PnhUc Instruction, Division of 
S^eelaT Kdvcatton. wul'! like to hear from you. 

(Post-Tribunr photo) 

U you have, or know of a special child not now 
receiving an education, call 80fl.382-2()46 toll-free or 
write for more information: "Search for Special Chil- 
dren," Box 1946. Indianapolis. Ind, 4«20«. 
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The Special But Educable Child 

Debby Thrives On Education 



First in a Series of Five 
Seven years ago, Debby's 
parents were told that there 
was no place in the local 
school for their 6-year-old 
daughter. According to school 
officials, they had no program 
and they couldn't afford to 
start a program meeting 
Debby's needs. 

Debby is a special child. She 
is educably mentally retarded 
meaning, her rate of mental 
development is significantly 
below the average of her 
classmates. 

She is tully capable of 
becoming functionally 
literate, however. With 
education she can become an 
adult able to work in the 
competitive market with little 
supervision. But to get that 
education her parents had to 
begin by looking outside the 
public schools. 

Debby is now 13 and is at- 
tending the same school 
system that once turned her 
away. According to her 
teacher, . .she is a good 
learner, a friendly and out- 
going person. She's a girl with 
a good deal of pride in her- 
self." 

"Luckily for Debby/* her 
teacher states, **a private 
service group was there to 
help with her ed'sication. She's 
been given a ^.rcat deal of 
attention and you oan really 
tell the difference. 

"She loves educatioi;, 
thrives on it and will quite 
well in the world witnout 
having to lean heavily on 
others for help." her teacher 
aoded. 

Not every handicapped^ or 
*'special," child has had the 
same experience as Debby, 
for many schools have had 
programs for special children 
for years. But Debby's is not 
an isolated case either: many 
children in the past have not 
been afforded the benefits of a 
free public education for lack 
of programs in their schools. 

In 1%9, however, the In- 
diana General Assembly 
passed a mandatory Special 
Education Service Act 



requiring schools to provide 
educational services for all 
special children between the 
ages of six and 18. 

This prompted state-wide 
reorganization and expansion 
of public school programs for 
the special children and has 
resulted in over 28 percent 
more children being served 
today than were served in 
1%9. 

The number of teachers now 
serving the educable mentally 
retarded, for instance, has 
doubled. 

In some cases, of course, the 
statistics say less about what 
has been done since 1969 than 
about what had not been done 
for the many years before. By 
any measurement, though. 
Indiana's schools are in a 
much better position to offer 
special children a free public 
education meeting children's 
special needs than ever 
•before. 

Many school corporations 
throughout the state have had 




to tighten their budgets and 
stretch dollars; in some cases, 
they have been hard-pressed 
to accomplish the expansion 
necessary for special 
education programming. 

The rights of special 
children are clearly spelled 
out, though, and schools must 
serve these children once the 
children's special needs are 
known to school administra- 
tors. 

NOTE. If you have/ or know 
of, a special child not now 
receiving an education, call 
800-382-2046 toll-free or write 
for more information: 
"Search for Special 
Children," Box 1946, In- 
dianapolis, Indiana 46206. 
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The Special But Educable Child 

Even At School, He's Unique 



Second in a Series of Five 
Steven is a special child. He 
is a **Down's syndrome" 
child: or what has long been 
called *• mongoloid." 

There was a time when roost 
children like Steven w&re in- 
stitutionalized at an early age. 
Quite often this was at birth, 
because it was widely 
believed that little could be 
done for these children in any 
other special educational 
setting. 

That is all changing now, 
with the realization that every 
child — even the Down's 
syndrome child — has a 
unique educational potential 
and should be given an 
education that is unique to the 
child's needs. 

**Steven has been with us for 
four years now," his elemen- 
tary school teacher rdates, 
"and is showing good verbal 
skill and has learned to take 
care of himself fairly well. 

"We don't expect Steven 
will ever learn to read, but 



education doesn|t have to 
begin and end with reading!" 

Some Down's syndrome 
children could be classified as 
'*educable mentally 
retarded" and could be 
expected to become 
functionally literate. Others, 
such as Steven, generally fall 
into the area of "trainable 
mentally retarded." 

These classifications are 
just two of the 10 general 
"exceptionality areas" used 
in defining special educational 
services. 

Others include: hearing 
impaired, learning disabled, 
visually handicapped, 
emotionally disturbed, 
communications handi- 
capped, physically handi- 
capped, multiply handicapped 
and severely -profoundly 
mentally retarded. 

There are fine lines between 
some of these exceptionality 
areas, and even after the most 
thorough evaluation there 
may be some doubt as to 




which program is best suited 
for a particular child. 

According to Steven's 
teacher, **it really comes 
down to the individual child 
and how the child responds in 
a given educational setting. 
We know today that what is 
right for one child is not 
necessarily right for 
another." 

The field of special 
education is a young field, 
considered by many to still be 
in the "embryonic stage." 
Even now, however, much has 
been learned about special 
children that can be applied to 
teaching techniques so that 
every child can benefit from a 
special education. 
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The Special But Educable Child 



Her Leorning Helps Ofhers 



Third in a Series of Five 
Sarah sees, hears, thinks 
and speaks like any other first 
grader. You'd never know she 
is a special child with a 
learning disability. 

Sarah*s teacher knows, 
though, because she tried to 
teach Sarah how to read and 
did not have the success she 
expected. 

"Sarah is a very bright little 
girl.** her teacher spates, "but 
even now— in t?- >- j^^rjii grade — 
we can see ir^ai :fie*s got a 
specific learn.ng disability 
and needs special attention." 

Sarah*s reading problem is 
basically caused from an 
inability to interpret printed 
symbols on a page. For Sarah, 
this means it is very difficult 
to interpret most reading 
material. Many other children 
with learning disabilities 
exhibit dysfunctions in areas 
such as arithmetic, language, 
perception and motor 
development. 

Only recently have vi) 
educators begun to >p 
teaching technique' j ei- 
fectively meet the neti 3 oi the 



learning disabled. As these 
techniques are developed, 
though, they promise to 
benefit all children— not just 
the special children. 

According to Sarah's 
teacher, "When you get right 
down to it, special education 
isn*t apart froin edcation. It's 
a part of education. The 
technique of teaching children 
by breaking classes down into 
smaller groups, for instance, 
applies equally to all 
educational programs.'* 

"Resource programs" are 
used in special education 
instruction so that children 
may be pulled out from the 
classroom to learn special 
skills according to their 
special needs. This technique, 
too, applies equally to the 
"regular" instruction. 

Another concept still in the 
development stage, is that of 
providing the least restrictive 
educational alternative to 
handicapped children. When 
^.ppropriate, handicapped 
children are placed into 
regular classes. The amount 
of time they are in these 




classes varies with each child. 
For some it could be an hour a 
day; for others a half day. In 
any case, each child is ex- 
posed to a different 
educational environment 
based on the individual's 
abilities and potential to 
benefit from the environment. 
This might equally apply to 
non-special educational 
programming, so that a child 
might be placed into an out- 
side working environment or 
college-level study for a 
portion of the day. 

These and other techniques 
and trends are being 
developed and tested in an 
effort to improve not only 
special education but all 
education. And already, they 
are yielding results 
throughout Indiana's public 
schools. 
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The Special But Educable Child 



Johnny Couldn't Try Harder 



Fourth in a Series of Five 
Even in the first grade, 
Johnny had educational 
problems. He couldn't keep up 
with his class and in showing 
— frustration-at'his'own-failurer 
he was already becoming a 
behavior problem. 

Johnny is no longer in 
school. He had been passed 
along through elementary 
school despite his problems 
and despite the emotional 
problems that stemmed from 
the pressures and frustrations 
of failure. He had wanted out 
for a long time, and at 16 he 
got his chance. 

. Had he been able to start his 
education all over again 
today, the schools might have 
diagnosed his problems at the 
first grade level and been able 
to provide him with special 
educational attention to 
overcome his problem. They 
would know that putting 
pressure on Johnny to try 
harder was not the ansv/er. 
They'd realfze that the 
pressures might only cause 
Johnny to develop more 
severe emotional problems as 
well. 

Today Johnny is unem- 



ployed. He is not a taxpayer; 
he's a tax burden. And he's 
costing society every day of 
his life. 

jQhnj^y-is_not,alone -in his.^ 



experience, of course. He is 
joined by many others: from 
the learning disabled to the 
emotionally disturbed to the 
physically handicapped, 
mentally retarded and other 
special children. All lacked 
the special educational at- 
tention that is now mandated 
by law for all of Indiana's 
handicapped children — 
regardless of the severity of 
their handicaps. 

According to Indiana law, 
this special educational at- 
tention includes instruction 
^'designed to further the 
educational, social and or 
economic status" of han- 
dicapped children. 

For a child like Johnny, 
then, this might mean at- 
tention to a specific learning 
disability affecting his ability 
to read. For a trainaWe 
mentally retarded child, the 
instruction might be less 
"educational'' in the 
traditional classroom sense, 
but more **social" in that the 




child would learn how to dress 
himself, feed himself and 
achieve a certain degree of 
independence, so he would 
become a contributing 
member of society. 

For a physically han- 
dicapped child, the ^special 
instruction might be viewed 
as "economic." The child 
might be perfectly capable of 
succeeding in the classroom, 
but has a physical handicap 
that might affect his ability to 
hold a job. Through special 
education, then, he can learn 
to overcome his handicap, 
hold a job and be an asset to 
society in every way. That is 
the ultimate goal of special 
education : to bring the special 
child back into society and 
help him bcome a productive, 
contributing and self- 
sustaining adult with a sense 
of personal satisfaction and 
worth. 
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Th e Special But Educable Child 

Some Parents Don't Know 



Fifth in a Series of Five 
When the special education 
director in Kevin's school 
corporation learned that the 
10-year-old was no longer 
attending school, the director 
called Kevin's mother. 
' "Why hasn't^your son been 
coming to school?" he asked. 
'^Well. I haven't been- 



sending him," she replied. 

"Well, 1 know you haven't 
been sending him, but he 
should be in school." 

She said. *'He's a han- 
dicapped child. What can the 
school really do for him?" 

The director went on to 



explain that Indiana law says 
the school must offer every 
handicapped child a program 
which is appropriate to his 
educational needs. 

Now Kevin is back in school 
with the rest of the children 
and benefiting from special 
education . 

.Iherfiu-are— children like 



Kevin all over Indiana who 
are not receiving the benefits 
of the special education that is 
their right. And there are any 
number of different reasons 
why. 

Kevin's parents were well- 
intentioned enough. They 
simply didn't know and were 




never told that Kevin should 
be in school even though he is 
a special child. 

In another case, the parents 
just cotddn't believe their 
child could benefit from a 
program. The special 
education director was told 
that "my child can't possibly 
learn. She's blind, she's 
partially deaf and she's 
retarded. What can you 
possibly teach her?" 

As the director later 
respotided, the schools never 
know exactly what they can 
teach a child until they have a 
chance to try. And they can't 
get that chance until they 
know about the child. 

Other parents feel their 
children could benefit but are 
unaware of the fact the 
schools either presently have 
services or must establish 
these programs once the 
children's needs are known. 

Right now, the Indiana 
Department of Public In- 
struction is conducting a 
project called "Search for 
Special Children" in an* effort 
to find the children who are 
not now benefiting from a 
public education and to create 
a new awareness of the 
special educational op- 
portunities available to In- 
diana's children. 
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Public Is Responding To 
"Search For Special Children" 



Nearly 600 children have been 
referred to date in the statewide 
••Search for Special Children" 
project ending May 31. 

Mrs. pam Peterson, coor- 
dinator of the project for the 
Indiana Department of Public 
Instruction, reports. •*\Ve're 



finding children who are 15. 16 
und even older who have never 
spent a day of their lives in 
school." 

"We are also hearing from 
many parents asking about pre 
school programs that might be 
planned for their children in the 
coming year.'* 

"We won t know all the 
reasons these children have 
been referred to us until the 
local school corporations can 
follow-up on each child. We do 
know, however, that some 
parents were afraid the schools 
•couldn't handle* their children 
and that some assumed their 
children were too handicapped 
to benefit from any program." 

As had been expected, a 
number of the referrals have 
concerned children who are in 
school but not receiving what 
their parents consider an 
* appropriate** education. While 
!he major thrust of the search 
was. to find children who are 
totally without educational 
services, the Department of 
Public Instruction is accepting 
information on the **inap- 
propriately*' educated children 
as well. 

No records are kept on those 
people referring children/' Mrs. 



Peterson explained, **But phone 
conversations and written 
correspondence indicate that 
referrals are being -made by 
everyone from the parents of 
the children to grandparents* 
friends, ministers— even 
brothers and sisters/' 

Key to the project has been 
the establishment of a toll-free 
exchange, 800-382-2046, and a 
post office box, Box 1946, 
Indianapolis, 46206, so parents 
and friends can make referrals 
or request information and free 
literature about special 
education programs, 

Specific information regar- 
ding the children found through 
the search is kept strictly 
confidential, as required by law. 
A preliminary overview of 
referrals made thusfar. 
however, indicates a wide 
variety of ages, educational 
levels and circumstances 
surround the handicapped 
children beinM located. 

After May, the Department of 
Public Instruction will continue 
to work with local schools in an 
on going referral program to 
find other handicapped children 
not in school. 
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The search 

Once ignored, handicaped children now sought 



like it is 

by roberf reed 
journal editor 




TIME was* when children with physical or mental 
problems were largely ignored by the school systems. 

Some were tolerated in classrooms geared for the non- 
handicapped. The parents of many were told to seek other 
facilities for their children. 

That is no longer an accepted practice in Johnson county 
or most of the rest of Indiana today. 

Not only is there a vast network of special education 
classes in the county » people are searching for once 
forgotten youngsters. 

The "search for special children'* formally begins next 
week in Johnson county. 

Everybody can help. 

...no one knows 

The search is a state-wide project scaled down .to also 
operate in this area. 

Sources at Johnson county special services schools in- 
dicated that since elementary through high school grades 
are already operating, the figure for **unserved** children 
may not be as high in other parts of the state. 

No >ne knows for sure. 

The Indiana Department of Public Instruction maintains 
there are many children still not receiving a free public 
education within the state. 

Says the department: 

*'For many years the burden of finding these appropriate 
services has been left largely to the parents themselves. And 



until recently, this burden was compounded by the fact that 
many school corporations simply lacked adequate special 
education services.'' 

Now many retarded, emotionally distressed and 
otherwise handicapped pupils — between six and 18 — must 
be offered free public education. The special state legislation 
for this has been in effect for nearly two years. 

The big problem is alerting parents and other relatives 
to the fact that facilities have been updated and are ready. 
....dramatic growth 

Pam Peterson, consultant to the state division of special 
education and state project chairman, has stated that school 
officials are providing the services but don*t know where all 
the children are. 

Thus the need for "search.** 

Many state local educators feel that the current legisla- 
tion has not been fully explained to the public. At the same 
time many parents are reluctant to trust the school system 
with teaching their handicapped child. 

Thirdly, many in the special education program are 
finding that more specialized teacher-training is needed to 
deal with complex problems of the handicapped. 

But advances have been tremendous in recent years, 
particularly in Johnson county. 

••As dramatic as the growth in services has been," says 
a policy statement for the search project, "schools still 
recognize the need for continued improvement.. ..particular- 
ly in programming.. .and individualized services." 

The priority now is those who have been overlooked. 
There will be an intense effort in the next few days to 
distribute literature and other materials to area residents. 
Shirley Amond, Johnson county special services director is 
county coordinator along with Shirley Ferguson of the 
special services staff. 

...at special services 
Information will be available at the Special Services 
building in Whiteland or through the special education divi- 
sion of the Indiana Department of Instruction. 

The campaign is aimed not only at parents but those in a 
position -40 ••advise and assist these parents" in seeking 
special education services. 
It can succeed. 

All it takes is a little communication and a great deal of 
concern. 
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"WAera ihe Spirit of ihe Lord is, There is Liberty/— II Cor. 2-17 



Special 

The Indiana Department of 
Public Instruction is conducting a 
*'searcli for special children," but 
it requires the public's help. 

An estimated 8 percent of Indi- 
ana's children are **special*' — 
those with mental or physical 
handicaps. Indiana is seeking out 
those children with visual or 
hearing disabilities, or with neu- 
rological or emotional impair- 
ments, to give them a free public 
education. 

The right to special education 
was established in Indiana's Spe- 
cial. Education Services Act of 
1967. The Indiana Public School 
System and each township in cen- 
tral . Indiana hc:ve been prepared 
to offer comprehensive program- 
ming and services since July 
1973. 

The problem is finding the 
children. Children between the 
ages of six and eighteen, especial- 
ly those who are not currently 
receiving any education, are the 
target of the search. 

Project Search is concerned 
with the child considered "help- 
less** or the child already in class- 
es but needing special help. Many 
parents have not made- their 
child*s needs hnowii to school of- 
ficials because they believe their 
child is too severly handicapped 
to benefit from any school pro- 
gram. 



Children 

*'We believe that although ev- 
ery child may not be able to read 
or write, every child has some 
potential for self-help,** explains 
project director Pam Peterson. 
"We are very much pleased with 
the response so far.** 

Through May 7, Mrs. Peterson 
reports 70 children referred to 

. the program Jn_Marion_County_ 

alone, with an equal number of 
requests for information. She ex- 
pects that number to increase this 
month as the emphasis shifts to 
the pre-school child. 

On the national level the gov- 
ernment has estimated there are 
about 1 milhon special children 
who are not in school Indiana's 
Project Search, which was 
launched on April 1, will contin- 
ue intensively through May. 

The Department of Instruction 
is eager to open the channels of 
communication with parents or 
interested citizens by providing 
further information or speakers. 
Any referrals through the state 
office will be passed on to the 
particular area director who will 
contact the family to arrange 
evaluation and placement of the 
child. 

Write: Search for Special Chil- 
d r e n. Box 1946, Indianapolis 
46206 or call 800-382-2046. Act 
now for the sake of any and all 
special children. 
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Opinion 



Search for Special Children 

The effort to locate "special" children who are not 
now receiving free pubUc education officially closes 
May 31. Anyone knowing of such a child (the term 
refers to physicaUy, mentally or emotionaUy handicap- 
ped youngsters) is urged to notify the Indiana Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction's Division of Special Educa- 
tion, or 0. T. White at the Anderson Community Public 
Schools Administration Building. 

Mr. White is the coordinator of the program for 
Madison and Delaware Counties. Through his efforts 
and those of volunteers, information on the "Search for 
Special Children*' is reaching aU segments of society. 
Since last February brochures have been mailed to over 
300 service organizations in the two counties; films 
have been shown before groups ranging from 15 to over 
90 members, including the Anderson Lions Club today; 
counter displays have been set up in some 100 public 
places, and talks have been given before a large 
number of clubs, day care centers and nursery schools 
staffs and parent groups. 

Blanketing the area with information on the 
program has resulted in discovery of several pre-school 
children needing special education. The aim is to obtain 
names of aU such youngsters, regardless of age. 

Every Indiana child has the right to a free pubUc 
education, Mr. White said. This right was established 
by law in Indiana's Special Education Act of 1969. 
School programs are of little use, however, unless every 
special child is in school and benefiting from the 
programs available. 

It takes about $2,500 a year to teach a child in the 
public schools, the Department of Public Instruction 
points out. For most handicapped children, that school- 
ing can mean the difference between becoming produc- 
tive citizens who contribute to public funds and becom- 
ing a burden on society. In some cases that burden 
could translate into a state-cost of approximately 
$250,000 for a lifetime of institutionalization. 

From a strictly economic viewpoint, it is of extreme 
importance that the schools know who the missing 
children are. For if the schools can find these special 
children, they can help them and. in doing so\ help us 
all. 

Anyone having, or knowing of, a special child — 
from pre-scijool age to 21 — who is not currently 
enrolled in a special education program, is urged to call 
toll-free. 800-382-2046. or write: Search. P.O. Box 1946. 
Indianapolis. Indiana 46206» or notify O.T. White. 
Anderson Community Schools Administration Building! 
528 W. 11th St.. Anderson. Indiana. 46016 
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We've Come 
A Long W if 

Just 15 years ^go the Pharos- children needing special 
Tribune anrt Fit^"- two series of education, 
articles callei: . r attention to The State Department of Public 
fndiana's sh:;: laglect of its Instruction is distributing 
mentally w >m : mentally literature and arranging for film 
retarded children. and speaking programs, such as 

Since then the state has come a the one to be held in the local 
long, long way. school administration building on 

Just how far it has come is the evening of the 13th, to make 
evident by the proclamation of sure that every parent is aware of^ 
Governor Bowen proclaiming this the special education op- 
•^Search for Special Children portunities available to han- 
Wepk." dicapped children. 

In . ; lid days if a'Child because A toll-free number, 800-382-2046, 
of a physical or mental disability has even been provided so that 
was incapable of being educated anyone knowing or having a 
properly and efficiently through handicapped child may report it 
normal classroom instruction, it without cost and obtain more 
was just that child's tough luck information about special 
There were no special education education. There is no longer any 
Masses in the schools. reason why handicapped children 

Now the governor proclaims should not achieve all that they 
Uiat every handicapped child has are capable of achieving. There is 
the right to a free public school no longer any reason why they 
education meeting that child's should not be able to take their 
special needs regardless of the proper place in society, 
severity of the child's handicap. We are quick to condemn public 
To prove that the state truly is officials for their shortcomings, 
committed to putting the -~We should be equally -quick- to 
governor's words into action, the applaud our governor, our stale 
General Assembly this, year legislators, and the state 
appropriated enough money to superintendent of public in- 
finance each special child's struction for the part they have 
education on a liberalized formula played in assuring a proper 
and an .active search is underway education for all handicapped 
this week to identify all of the children. 



84 



